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State of Arizona oV w,’
N L
DEPARTMENT OF %W >
LIBRARY, ARCHIVES AND PUBLIC RECORDS : ,ﬁ ': e ,S
GladysAnn Wells, Director &

December, 2001

Dear Reading Colleague,

Partnerships are an important way to do our business and build for the future. We are
proud of the partnership between the Arizona Humanities Council and the Arizona State
Library, Archives and Public Records! One component of this partnership is the
Arizona Reading Program (ARP). Begun in 1974, the Arizona Reading Program was

created to promote books, reading, and literacy for Arizonans. .

This year a new collaborator has been added. The Arizona Humane Society joins us for
the reading theme Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!, with a focus on humane
education. An understanding of our pets, their needs and their characteristics, can only
enhance our enjoyment of them and ensure their well-being. For many, pets are an
important part of everyday life. For others, pets are appreciated through the power of

the imagination and through literature.

We invite you to spend some of your reading time with our theme and celebrate the joy of

reading and the joy pets bring to our lives.

Sincerely,

STATE CAPITOL
1700 W. Washington - Room 200 - Phoenix, Arizona 85007 - Home Page: http://www.lib.az.us
Phone: (602) 542-4035 - Fax: (602) 542-4972 - Email: gawells@lib.az.us
An Equal Opportus;{;y Employer

L



" December 2001

Dear Friends of the Book:

The manual before you is but one example of the evolution in the :
relationship between the Arizona Humanities Council and the Arizona State
Library, Archives and Public Records. Now entering its third year, “Arizona
Reads,” the organization the two agencies created in 1999 to foster reading,
continues to expand to all corners of the state. The Arizona Reading :
Program, one of three projects under the “Arizona Reads” umbrella, is issuing
its manual in a more timely fashion, and the information is being revised to include
more practical, feasible, and age-based activities—based on suggestions from you,
the librarians in the field.

The Arizona Reading Program will continue the practice started last year—that is, offering
workshops in several communities throughout the state. We also invite you to join the
steering committee for the Arizona Reading Program, which has been serving Arizona’s
library community for more than twenty-five years. It is your comments, which are
framed by your experiences with youth in libraries, that help our staff and committee
members design and build a thematic program that works for all of you, regardless of your
library’s location, budget, or staff size.

J1DDVYW ‘DOAd S,ONITTIHS Nvd

This year, the manual’s theme is “Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!” We hope the
exercises and materials that follow will be a significant attraction in your library, and we
look forward to your feedback during the year. AHC and the State Library are also
pleased to welcome the Arizona Humane Society as a contributor. We all support and
cherish children, pets, and reading, so it comes as no surprise that we should include them
in this year’s manual.

In addition to the Arizona Reading Program, “Arizona Reads” also includes Motheread
Arizona, a unique literacy and parenting program, and the ever-popular Community Book
Discussion Program, which offers books and facilitators for adult audiences. Don’t hesitate
to call AHC if you want to learn more about these other “Arizona Reads” programs, and be
sure to look for workshops in your community that are conducted by AHC and the State
Library. :

On behalf of the board of directors and staff of the Arizona Humanities Council, I am
honored to join with the Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records to provide
these important and meaningful programs. We look forward to a continuing relationship
with you, as we all work to foster an appreciation of reading in Arizona.

Sincerely,

S / '
Dan Shilling 8

ARIZONA HUMANITIES COUNCIL
E MC The Ellis-Shackelford House - 1242 North Central Avenue - Phoenix, AZ 85004-1887
P 602/257-0335 - Fax: 602/257-0392 - www.azhumanities.org




ANN-MARY JOHNSON'’S CAT, FRITZ

Welcome to the Arizona Reading Program for 2002,

Book and Pets: Our Friends for Life!

We believe this theme is a rich one, full of possibilities for entertaining and educa-
tional programming based on two of a child’s best friends. Both books and pets touch
our lives in so many heartfelt ways, and we hope that by bringing them together in

this theme, we can increase our appreciation of both.

The ARP Manual is intended to provide you with ready-to-use materials as
well as inspire you to discover resources already available in your
branches and communities. We have also developed a set of materials
hat are appealing and fun for kids, and hope these items will help

A you encourage them to participate in your Arizona Reading Program.

We have a special chapter in the manual this year, one provided
by the Division of Education at the Arizona Humane Society.
Already active in school programming, AHS graciously accepted
ur invitation to provide materials on humane education, and

their Education Coordinator has provided some wonderful
activities and titles you may incorporate into your programs. Be sure to check it out!

We will continue to supply the ARP manual and materials around the first of the year,
for planning purposes and in case you want to use the program early in the year. You
are under no obligation to use the materials at times other than summer, but we

wanted you to have the option.

We will also continue with regional workshops, offering them in Flagstaff, Tucson, and
a rotating third location each year. Program funding for under-funded rural libraries
is also still available, and the application forms are located at the beginning of the

Appendices.

Our committee members come from all over Arizona,
from large, metropolitan libraries to small, rural
libraries with only a few staff members. If you would
like to join these dedicated, dynamic people in their
exciting endeavors, please contact us at the Arizona
Reads office. We would love to have each county repre-
sented!

We wish you success in planning and executing Book
and Pets: Our Friends for Life!, and if you have any
suggestions or questions, please do not hesitate to
contact the Arizona Reads Coordinator at 602/257-
0335x26. Good luck and enjoy!

3
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‘ ‘ I also applaud the librarians that contributed wonderful ideas to

S
the 2002 manual even though they are not on the ARP Committee. :
They utilized the form in the manual Appendices and stepped up
to the plate, making Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life! an even

more collaborative project of the public librarians in Arizona.
They include:

Vicki Foote Pima Public Library, Pima
Sara Greenwood  Roxanne Whipple Memorial Library, Winslow
Rebecca McSween Yuma County Library District, Foothills Branch

Judith Stafford Copper Queen Library, Bisbee

Kathy Albert and her staff at K-READ are also greatly responsible for the
. value and success of Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life! Their
creativity, enthusiasm, and professionalism are

responsible for the quality, style, and accessibility of
{ your 2002 manual and materials.
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g Of special note this year are Ken White, Marcia Soldavini,
o and Kimberly DeVault of the Arizona Humane Society. As
< former President, current Director of Education, and former
Education Coordinator, respectively, Ken and Marcia saw-
the value in our collaboration and Kimberly made it happen,
contributing the chapter of humane educational materials

and coordinating the photo shoot that is the core of our
artwork this year.

The photo artwork features family and friends, both human and
pet, of the Arizona Humane Society and the Arizona Humanities
Council, and we are grateful to them for their contribution to this
year’s theme. '

i

These people have been a
wonderful group to work
with due both to their
kindness and their
dedication to the success of
the Arizona Reading
Program. I am, as are the
public librarians
throughout Arizona,

deeply indebted to each
of you.

sOPHIE N\AD\SOF‘

'S DOGI

‘DOd SNUVYII HYY093d

Ann-Mary Johnson, Arizona Reads Coordinator
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History of the o
Arizona Reading Program

Arizona has a long history of successful reading programs. Here is a list of our past themes
and a few graphics from past campaigns to jog your memory.

1974 Monster Zoo
1975 Arizona Round-Up
1976 Our Country
1977 Wizard of Oz
1978 Star Ship To Adventure R : s
o
1979 Open the Elfin Doors T
1980 Ready, Set, Go!
1981 Stake Your Claim
1982 Lions & Tigers & Books
1983 Bone Up On Books-Be a Bookasaurus
- 1984 Your Own Adventure
1985 Bite Into Books
1986 Unlock Your Universe With Books
1987 Sakes Alive-We're 75
1988 Time Travel - You Are There
1989 Books Give Us Wings
1990 Have Books, Will Travel
1991 Read Arizona
1992 Rainbow Earth
1993 Libraries: The Greatest Show on Earth
1994 Get a Clue at the Library
1995 Pandamonium At The Library
1996 Every One A Winner
1997 Book A Trip to the Stars
1998 Readers of the Round Table
1999 Read Arizona
2000 Read from Sea to Shining Sea
2001 2001: A Reading Odyssey
.2002: Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!

12
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“Arizona Reading Program Evaluation for
Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!

Program Evaluation for the Arizona Reading Program is now
mandatory, and these forms are due by September 1, 2002. Fax
to 602/257-0392, or mail to Arizona Reads, 1242 North Central
Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85004.

Arizona Reads needs this information to report to our funders, the
National Endowment for the Humanities and the Institute of
Museum and Library Services under the Library Services and
Technology Act. Libraries that do not return their 2002 evaluations
h—al by September 1 may be charged for their 2002 free materials.

SOME GUIDELINES: _

1. If you are reporting for more than one library location, include a report for each
branch.

2. If you do not have your precise participant numbers, please estimate.

3. If you ordered only a manual and had no ARP-related public programs, simply note
that on the evaluation.

4. Please call Ann-Mary Johnson at 602/257-0335 x26 if you have questions.

Library Branch Name:
Address:
Legislative District (mandatory):

Congressional District (mandatory):

ARP Contact Person at Branch:
Job Title:

Phone:

Fax:

E-mail:
Are you interested in serving on the 2003 Reading Program Committee?

What difference does the Arizona Reading Program make in your library?

i3
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What impact does the Arizona Reading Program have in your community?

If the ARP does not make a difference in your library or have an 1mpact in your
community, what changes do you suggest?

BUDGET TOTALS

How much money did your library branch receive from the library itself for your 2002
ARP?

What was the total dollar value of any contributions or goods your branch received
from other sources than the library for your 2002 ARP?

What was the total number of volunteer hours contributed to your branch for your
2002 ARP?

PARTICIPANT TOTALS ,
These reflect the total number of people that participated in your Arizona Reading
Programs, with each individual being counted only once:

Total Number of Individual Youth Participants (ages 0-15):
Total Number of Individual Adult Participants (ages 16+):

Was this a greater or smaller number of participants than last
year? Why?

14
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. - PROGRAM TOTALS
This is a different way of counting participants, as well as a count of your ARP
programs. Please note at the start of your ARP that you will need to keep these figures
as you go.

Number of ARP Programs
How many individual programs did you have that were part of your Arizona Reading
Program? Include all special events, storytimes, craft programs, etc.

Total in Attendance at All Programs

What was the total number of people that attended these programs? This figure means
that certain individuals will be counted multiple times, if they attended multiple
program.

Free Materials Evaluation
Includes manual, posters, bookmarks, reading logs, certificates, book bags, and paw
print stamps.

How do you rate the free materials provided to you by the Arizona Reading Program?
Not helpful Somewhat helpful Very helpful

PROGRAM MANUAL
Did you use the Program Manual?

‘ On a scale of 1-10 (1=poor and 10=excellent), please circle your rating of the manual.
1. Timeliness 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2. Content 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
3. Structure 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
4. Appearance 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

What did you like most about the manual?

What did you like least about the manual? -

Q Books & Pets: Our Friends for Life!
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POSTER
Did you use the poster?

On a scale of 1-10 (1=poor and 10=excellent), please circle your rating of the poster.

1. Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2. Design 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
3. Appeal 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Comments:

BOOKMARKS

Did you use the bookmarks?

On a scale of 1-10 (1=poor and 10=excellent), please circle your rating of the
bookmarks.

1. Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2. Design 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
3. Appeal 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Comments:

READING LoGs
Did you use the reading logs to record time, titles, or pages read?

On a scale of 1-10 (1=poor and 10=excellent), please circle your rating of the logs.

1. Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2. Layout 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
3. Appeal 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Comments:

CERTIFICATES
Did you use the certificates to reward participants?
On a scale of 1-10 (1=poor and 10=excellent), please circle your rating of the
certificates.
1. Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2. Design 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2. Appeal 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Comments:

16
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‘ Book Bacs
Did you use the book bags?

On a scale of 1-10 (1=poor and 10=excellent), please circle your rating of the bags.

1. Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2. Design 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
3. Construction 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
4. Appeal 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Comments:

PRICED ITEMS EVALUATION _
We would like your feedback on any of the ARP priced items you may have purchased
for your program, including such items as stickers, pens, pencils, etc.

What priced item did you like the most? Why?

What priced item did you like the least? Why?

General comments and suggestions about the priced materials:

Thank you for sharing your thoughts with Arizona Reads. Your feedback allows us to
get a clearer picture of the overall program and make adjustments for improvements
next year.

Q Books & Pets: Our Friends for Life! 1 7
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Getting Started

@ Planning: Tailoring the ARP
for your Library and Community

This section covers goal setting and program
design—the basics of planning. If you already have a
program in place, skip to the following section
entitled “Publicity and Promotion: Getting The Word
Out!” for ideas on how to alert the public.

Start With Goals

Goals are general statements of mission or purpose.
They are important to serving your mission in the
community and in planning a successful reading
program. Written goals for the library staff can bring -
to life the philosophy of your institution. Goals serve
as tools for planning the directions of all library
activities.

Does your library currently have goals for the chil-
dren’s department? If not, please spend some quality
time constructing and sharing some core
goals for your program. Since children’s
services are unique and require special

‘ consideration, general library goals may
not be applicable.

Children’s librarians have long held as
their foremost objectives those so well
formulated by Harriet Long in her book

Consider the library’s general goals Rich the Treasure:

when writing program goals. Program
goals help the programmer coordinate a
specific activity with the library’s overall
goals and set priorities for service.
Program goals may also justify staff
time and budget expenditures. Goals for
a reading program should answer the
core question of “Why Have a Reading
Program?”

1. To make a wide collection of books easily
and temptingly available.

2. To give guidance to children in their
choice of books and materials.

3. To share, extend, and cultivate the

enjoyment of reading as a voluntary,
individual pursuit.

The important thing to remember is
that a positive reinforcement of the love
of reading is the main goal.

4. To encourage lifelong education through
the use of public library resources.

5. To help children develop their personal
abilities and social understanding to the
fullest.

6. To serve as a social force in the commu-
‘ nity together with the child’s welfare.

Q Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!
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Getting Started

Objectives Carry Through the Goals ()

After determining the goals, develop the objectives. Objectives are specific, measurable
statements that show how the goals will be achieved. When forming objectives, you must
think ahead to the evaluation. Since the evaluation will try to determine if the objectives
have been met, the objectives must be measurable and within the resources of the library
staff. ‘

For example, the goal of “Improving the quality of children’s reading” might have the objec-
tive, “Children participating in the reading program will read more classics.” It seems to be
a good objective, one that would be worthwhile to achieve. However, how would you meas-
ure success? What is a classic and what is not? How many “classics” would demonstrate
that the goal had been met?

The objectives that will be easiest to evaluate and compare from year to year are the
quantitative ones. Objectives may include statistics such as program registrants, number
of children who completed their requirements for the program, circulation of juvenile
materials, or numbers registered from each grade and from each school. These numbers
are compared. to the previous year’s statistics and are saved to compare with the following
years. For example, use these statistics to determine what percentage of children from
each grade in each school participated in the program. Several days’ circulation figures can
be compared with several similar days from the previous year.

To continue the earlier example, the goal of “Improving the quality of children’s reading”
may have this objective: “The circulation of non-fiction will increase by 10%.” Gather circu-
lation statistics from any given day during your reading program (let’s say July 12th).
Gather circulation statistics from a day prior to the reading program (let’s say January
15th). Compare non-fiction circulation in July to the same statistic in January. What was
the increase? Then gather circulation statistics from July 12th of the previous year.
Compare the non-fiction circulation of each summer reading program. Was there an
increase?

After the goals and objectives for the overall program have been determined, write objec-
tives for each phase of the program.

You Need Priorities

What are the most important parts of your reading
program? This will vary from library to library, and
few institutions have the resources to do it all! Plan
your program so that you can spend plenty of time on
the most important tasks. Take into account the fol-
lowing when setting the priorities for your program:
advance planning, publicity, incentives and rewards,
follow-up activities, and any other items that you feel
are an integral part of your program.

20
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Getting Started

' AMPLE (GOALS OBJECTIVES

Goal~ To Encourage Reading
Strategies include: making reading fun, getting everyone in the family involved, making it
a community effort.

Goal~ To Increase Library Attendance by Children

Strategies include: making the library more visually appealing with decorations, promot-
ing the library as a recreational spot with games, promoting the library as a wholesome
place by sponsoring family activities.

Goal~ To Reach Non-Library User Families
1. Objective: Children who use the library will become life-long users.
Strategy: Promote program through schools, day-cares, and religious institutions.

2. Objective: Families who join the library will increase our circulation numbers.
Strategy: Distribute bookbags or booklogs through non-traditional avenues, and offer a
small prize or incentive when they bring it to the library.

3. Objective: Reaching out to non-users may also reach “at risk” or minority populations.
Strategy: Use special programs and speakers to appeal to specialized audiences.

Planning and Scheduling

' Like readers, reading programs come in all shapes and sizes. These programs have many
elements in common: a Kickoff event, registration, reading recorders, activities such as
games and story hours, and rewards such as incentives and awards. We have provided a
general timeline and ideas to keep you organized during the planning and scheduling of
your unique program. Use the planning grids on the following pages to get you started.

- 21
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Getting Started

Timeline for Planning and Scheduling
Here is a worksheet and timeline to get you started.
Customize the following grid for your list of tasks building up
to a kickoff event. Below are possibilities for building a time-
line. Remember to keep a monthly calendar with important
dates marked.

4-5 Months
Prior to your program

* Read the manual; use a highlighter and “sticky” notes to mark areas of particular
interest to you. ‘

* Make sure you order enough materials for your program from the ARP and
elsewhere.

* Create a working calendar for programming and choose tentative dates.
Get excited about the theme! Start looking around for presenters and volunteers to
help you implement your programming. _

* Order books to complement your theme. Check out the manual bibliography for
more titles about pets.

* Start thinking about funding options from local animal-related businesses and
organizations.

Q2
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Getting Started

2-3 Months
Prior to your program

¢ Finalize program dates.

Schedule film, performer, and craft dates; make contingency plans for rain dates or
scheduling conflicts.

Order all materials for crafts and check all AV equipment.

Prepare flyers for the circulation desk.

Plan school visits.

Prepare bulletin board materials.

Prepare materials for volunteers.

Post sign up sheets for volunteers.

1 Month ‘
‘ Prior to your program

Promote the program; use suggestions from the manual.

Confirm school visits. Don’t forget day-cares, private, and parochial schools.
Write confirmation letters/contracts to all speakers/performers.

Practice crafts or activities.

©3
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2-3 Weeks
Prior to your program

¢ Continue promotions.

¢ Consider a press conference to get the word out.

* Have a staff meeting so everyone understands the program parameters.
* Begin decorating the library.

<4
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Getting Started

Program Parameters

When building your reading program, first decide whether a structured or unstructured
approach is best. Has the library traditionally emphasized book lists, reading quotas, and
awards? This approach gives children structure and goals, but youngsters can become dis-
couraged by a steady diet of book lists and assigned reading quotas. Some libraries opt for
special activities such as Parent Night, Story Time, etc., but these programs may be too
demanding for other libraries. Consider the history of your reading program. What has
worked in the past? What resources have been available for the reading program, and
what do you have to work with now? For ideas on drumming up money and manpower, see
“Community Involvement,” later in this manual. Read on for questions that may help you
decide what type of program is best for your community.

FACILITIES

1) What amount of space is available and for what size group?

2) Will the excessive noise level disturb other patrons using the library, or is a separate
room available for busy activities?

3) Is there a play area available for outdoor activities? Is a local park available for
opening or closing parties?

4) How long will the programs last and how often will they meet?

5) Will decorations and displays be put up in the area?

TAFF

1) How large is the staff?

2) Do regular or volunteer staff increase or decrease in size during the summer months?
During the year? Can older youths be used as volunteer helpers for your program?

3) How much time does staff and volunteers have to participate in the program? Is it a
key time for staff vacations?

4) Can parents of participants help with activities or perhaps provide refreshments’?

5) What special talents can staff, parents, and volunteers contribute to the program? (i.e.,
music, arts & crafts, and drama)

PARTICIPANTS
1) What is the maximum number of children you can accommodate?

2) Will there be age limitations?

3) Are participants broken up into groups based upon age, reading skills, and grade level,
or do they participate as one large group?

4) Will a Read-to-Me program for pre-schoolers be offered?

COLLECTION
1) Does the library need to purchase materials from the bibliography provided in the ARP

manual?
2) Will bibliographies of your local resources be printed for the participants as supple-
mental handouts to the program?

SCHEDULING

1) When and how will registration for the program take place in the library?

2) Can the library contact local newspapers, radio stations, and television stations to find
out what their deadlines are for publicity?

§ .
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3) What kind of school visit, if any, will there be? (i.e., thematic skit, book talks, handout .
flyers or a short narrative on the program?)
4) Does the rest of the library staff know the dates of the programs and special events?

BUDGET

- 1) What arts and crafts supplies do you have, and what needs to be purchased?

2) What craft materials, prizes, or incentives can be donated by local merchants?

3) Will participants be asked to provide their own supplies for certain activities?

4) Will it be necessary to purchase promotional or incentive materials in addition to those
the state provides for free?

5) Is it necessary to request additional money for performer’s fees, rental space, or addi-
tional publicity (flyers)?

6) Is it possible to have a fundraising project to add to the available revenue for the pro-

. gram? Can your Library Friends group help?

1) Can field trips be planned and implemented?

2) How can you use guest speakers, musicians, artists, and.storytellers in your program?

3) What kind of support might you obtain from various merchants and civic groups for
the program?

4) Has anyone else developed an activity or idea that had great success that could be
used in the program?

How to Structure your Program

How do you plan to structure your program? There are advantages to both styles. Read on
and decide for yourself.

STEUCTURED: '
Set age limits for children participating.

Try to offer something for all age groups. If you only have time for one program, then
try to reach an age group not normally served during the rest of the year. For example, if
there is a story time during the winter for pre-schoolers, offer something for school age

- children during the summer.

Determine the number of books/number of minutes children must read to get a
certificate. Do not set the requirements so high that it discourages children from reading,
or encourages children to read below their level. It is important to remember that the
slow readers and the learning challenged children need to feel that they belong.

Determine the length of your program and the average reading ability of your patrons.
Make special provisions for those children who are poor or non-readers to earn a certifi-
cate in some other way. Restructure rewards for participation rather than

completion.. library visits would be a great way to encourage a non-reader in a positive
way.

<6
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Create required reading lists. Use the bibliography in the appendix to create a list of
books that reflect your approach to "Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!," or create your
own interpretation of this year’s theme.

Avoid competitive programs. The point of a reading program is to make the library
appealing as you encourage children to read. Don’t turn the summer reading program into
a grueling struggle for supremacy. Offer avenues for every level of reader to participate,
and make sure that rewards are available to everyone.

Encourage oral or written reports. Oral reports are time-consuming, but they give the
librarian an idea of how to guide the child in future reading. You can make these more
palatable to children by creating a "book club” to discuss books. Try dressing up as a char-
acter in a book to stimulate questions and opinions from the children.

Written reports stimulate thinking and writing skills. You may encourage a less formal
book report by hosting an electronic "chat room" where children post their feelings about
the reading. If you don’t have the resources for a technological wonder such as this, don’t
despair! Simply create a display with a few featured books, labeling it the "(Arizona)’s
favorite author!" area. (insert name of library or city). Give the children a short fill-in-
the-blank form, with questions such as "I liked this book because...”, "My favorite charac-
ter is...", etc. If possible, take instant photos of the children to post with their "reports.”

Unstructured Programs:

. Even though most librarians implement a structured program, a less formal approach
could be both successful and easy to implement. Here are some points to ponder for an
unstructured program.

Any child (or family) may participate.
¢ There is no required reading list or minimum number of reports.

* Any child who has participated by reading at least one book or by participating in one
activity may receive a certificate or acknowledgement.

* Children keep their own reading records. Maybe they even decide how they will track
their progress.

e If the child moves or goes on vacation to another part of the state and the local library
there has a summer reading program, the child may continue the program with them.

27
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Family Involvement

You know the history and the needs of your patrons, so create a program suited to your
community. Most of us think of family reading programs in terms of children, usually
those who are three to ten years old. Occasionally we make an effort to encourage preteens
and teens, but seldom do we realize there is an entire category of patrons who may enjoy
participation. Those patrons are the adults of the community. Consider the impact of such
a program for your library. Parents, senior citizens, nursing-home and retirement-center
residents, for example, are groups who might be considered for family reading programs.

Children need encouragement, but what better encouragement is there than seeing adults
in their lives and in their community who also enjoy reading. Make an attempt to include
others in the community in your program. If you do not set age limits, you may have a
wider variety of participants than you expected.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Parents who read in the home make a huge impact on their children. Use this reading pro-
gram as an opportunity to encourage reading as a family activity.

A Family Certificate may be offered along with individual certificates. During Family
Reading Program Time, each child must bring an adult and each adult must bring a child.
Set aside a special week during the family program for special features for family involve-
ment and attendance. Have special bulletin boards, reading material centers, read-aloud

- programs, and lap-sit programs. Follow the lead of one library and offer contract programs

such as “DAD (OR MOM) WILL READ TO ME.” Grandparents or other caregiver adults
sometimes bring children to the library. They, too, may be interested in working toward a
certificate or in becoming involved in a meaningful way.

Parent Orientation:
* Have a guest book for parents to sign that includes addresses so that you can send
invitations to future events or other information.

* Tell the parents briefly about the theme and some special events planned for the pro-
gram (story hours, picnics, pet shows, etc., see the program ideas in each age group
selection for more suggestions).

* Give the parents a little guidance on family reading with a presentation by a local
reading specialist. Colleges, universities, or local school districts are all sources for
speakers. Emphasize the importance of brevity to the speaker. The audience is com-
posed of parents, not educators. We do not want to overwhelm them. If parents think
they have to make radical overnight changes in their routine, they might not partici-
pate.

* Bring groups together and have someone read a story or chapter to the entire group.
Prepare the reader with an enticing selection, but read it, do not perform it. While
everyone enjoys a good storyteller, we want to convince parents that reading and lis-
tening together is a pleasurable experience within any family’s reach.

* Book talk your parents! Draw their attention to books for adults that will help them
get started reading aloud or inspire them. The New “Read-Aloud” Handbook by Jim
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Trelease is excellent. It contains lists of proven read-aloud winners. Describe or quote
briefly from one or two titles.

* Prepare a hand-out of read-aloud books for the parents and give it to them to take
home.

Other Special Events:

e Try a parent/child get together. You may want to have someone share a favorite book
and/or show a short film based on a children’s book. Draw attention to any interesting
new titles and be prepared to recommend more favorites.

e Sponsor a father or male caregiver’s night out at the library. Have children bring their
fathers, grandfathers, or significant male adult to the library for a special event such
as storytime session. Do not forget to mention the need for family read-aloud time. If
the evening is a success, consider making it a regular event.

¢ Host a family spelling bee. Use regular words or focus on the pet/pet care/pet adven-
ture theme.

Program Support:
Keep good family read-aloud books on display throughout the program. Develop a fam-
ily reading display on the wall or bulletin board.

¢ Send an updated list of read-aloud titles home with the children. A biweekly or
monthly read-aloud newsletter could be a regular feature. This can be as simple as a
photocopied list of additional titles especially suited for reading aloud or a report of the
children’s activities in the Arizona Reading Program. Use your mailing list if funds
permit or send a sheet home with the children.

SENIOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT

Consider a special program for senior citizens using the family reading theme. A low-key
public awareness program to the targeted seniors in your community may bring in several
new patrons. A simple letter to civie clubs, churches, senior residences, health care offices,
area agencies on aging, and senior citizens centers should help spread the word. Your sin-
cere interest will become known and the response may surprise you.

Nursing Homes and Retirement Centers:
Those who reside in nursing homes and retirement centers may be served by regional
library centers, but the involvement of the local public library may prove to be popular.

Program directors in these care facilities might appreciate having buttons, ribbons, bibli-
ographies, bookmarks, and other thematic program materials. The games and activities
enjoyed by children may also be enjoyed by seniors who live in nursing homes and retire-
ment centers. Program directors are always looking for new and interesting program
materials.

Retirement homes and assisted living centers are also good place to look for volunteers.
Many of these residents would enjoy reading aloud to children. They may also be inter-
ested in making flannel board characters or favors for your programs.

o~
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Community Reading Log

Today | read with my mom

Today | read with my' dad

Today | read with my grandma

Today | read with my grandpa

Today | read with my friend

Today | read with my brother or sister ®

Today | read with my neighbor

Today | read with my teacher

‘Today | read with my librarian

Today | read all by
MYSELF! |

30
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Awards and Incentives:

Will you award your rewards based on books read, time read, or visits to the library? This
should influence how you record reading. Then set recognition points. How many books
must be read for each child to get to the first level, the next level, then to gain a certificate
or other recognition?

FIRST DECIDE ON A GOAL

Consider rewarding participation rather than performance. Counting library visits will
encourage library use without undue competition. The point of the program is to make the
library more appealing, not to promote read-to-the-death gladiatorial games: “Ave, Caesar.
We who are about to read salute you!”

Many libraries like to give incentives. Call it the “Happy Meal” effect if you will. Today’s
children are used to being lured by a cool prize or toy; however, do not save something for
a prize that is better used as a promotional item early in the program. Incentives can
range in cost from bookmarks printed by the ARP to T-shirts with the program slogan. You
know what works best with your community, library, and budget. '

When to Distribute the Loot

Depending on your program’s structure, you’ll want to decide how to pace the incentives.

IN THE BEGINNING:

When you sign up a participant for the reading program make sure they get something...a
booklog, a sticker, any small token to show that they are about to start something special.

ALONG THE WAY:

Drop-out after the initial excitement is a major concern. Make sure to offer incentives
along the way. Remember, an incentive doesn’t have to be a product: it can be recognition,
tokens for an eventual larger prize, or even a note of encouragement. Consider having a
drawing once a week for everyone who has visited the library or added an entry on their
booklog. This way, there’s always a winner as well as multiple opportunities to win.

Think about ways to add momentum such as using tokens or book bucks. For example, as
each reader attains goals, award book bucks. At the end of the program, let children spend
their book bucks on prizes. Fun prizes could be “spend a day with the a fire man” or “share
a snack with the librarian.” Some libraries even give certificates to children as they com-
plete goals. This has the advantage of solving the problem of extra certificates at the end
of summer. Make sure that the children know about special presenters and activities still
to come so the children will want to keep coming back to the library!

AWARDS CEREMONY:

An end-of-the program ceremony is a great opportunity to promote the library community-
wide. It gives you a chance to show off the library decorated by the kids during the pro-
gram. Have the ceremony at a convenient time for parents, and remember many families
take vacations right before school starts. To add flair, invite local officials to distribute the
certificates. You can award certificates to families that have read books aloud to their chil-
dren. This sends out a “thank-you” to everyone who was involved in the program.
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Arizona Reading Program Survey* @

Please take a few minutes and answer these questions. Your answers will help us improve the
Arizona Reading Program next year!

1.

2.

Thank you for answering our questions. Please give this form to the librarian today. ‘

How old are you?

Are you a boy or a girl? Circle the right answer. BOY GIRL

Make a check mark in front of any of these activities that you took part in this summer.
Summer school Family vacation
Swimming lessons Other lessons
Camp

How did you hear about the Arizona Reading Program? Please check the right answer. You can

check more than one answer.

My mother or father told me about it. My teacher told me about it.
The librarian told my class about it. I heard about it at the library.
Some other way. I don't remember.

Make a check mark in front of the library activities that you took part in this summer. Draw a
happy face after the activities that you especially enjoyed.

Reading books Story hours ' ‘
Awards ceremony Magic show
Film programs

What did you think of the prizes this summer? Check the right answers. You can check more than
one answer.

I didn't get any prizes. Great!

Okay. Dumb.

I don't care one way or the other.

What did you think of the theme of the Arizona Reading Program? Check the right answer.

I didn't pay any attention to the theme. I didn't like it.
I liked it. I don't care one way or the other.

Tell us anything else you think we should know about the Arizona Reading Program.
You may write on the back of the page.
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@ Cuestionario del Programa de Lectura de Verano®

Por favor toma unos minutos para contestar las siguientes preguntas. Tus respuestas nos ayu-
dar-en a mejorar el programa de lectura de verano en el proximo afio.

1. ;Cuantos afios tienes?
2. (Eres un nifio o una nifia? Pon un circulo alrededor de la respuesta correcta.
Nifio Nina

3. Pon una marca al costado de las actividades en que participaste este verano.

Escuela de verano. Vacaciones de familia.
Clases de natacion. Otro tipo de clases.
Campamento.

4. ;Como te enteraste del programa de lectura de varano? Por favor marca la respuesta correcta.
Tu puedes marcar méas de una respuesta.

Mi madre o padre me lo dijo. Mi maestro(a) me lo dijo.
El/la bibliotecario(a) se lo dijo a mi clase. Me enteré de ello en la biblioteca.
Amigos me lo dijeron. Me enteré de otra manera. .
No me acuerdo.

‘ 5. Marque las actividades de la biblioteca en que participaste. Dibuja una cara sonriente al

costado de las actividades que m-s te gustaron.

Leer libros. Horas de cuento.
Ceremonia de premios. Programa de magia.

Programas de pelicula.

6. ;Qué te parecieron los premios de este verano? Marca las respuestas correctas. Tu puedes
marcar m-s de una respuesta.

No recibl ning'n premio. iEstupendo!
Bueno. : Tonto.

No me importa.

7. Qué tal te parecio el tema del programa de lectura de este verano? Marca la respuesta

correcta.
No me fijé del tema. Me gusto.
- No me gusto. No me importa.

8. Cuéntanos cualquier otra cosa que necesitamos saber acerca del programa de lectura Arizona.
Puedes escribir al otro lado de esta pagina.

‘ Gracias por haber contestado nuestras preguntas. Por favor entregue este forma a el/la bibliote-
cario(a) hoy dia. i
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Preschool Story Hour Survey*

Please take a few minutes to answer these questions. We are interested in knowing how
you and the child you bring to the library respond to Preschool Story Hour.

1. How old is the child you bring to Preschool Story Hour?
2. Approximately how many times did you attend Preschool Story Hour this year?

3. Do you check out books for your child when you come to Preschool Story Hour?
Circle the best answer.

Always Never Sometimes Don't Know

4. Does your child remember and repeat the rhymes and finger plays that he or she hears
at preschool story hour? Circle the best answer. :

Always Never Sometimes Don't Know

5. Does the content of the Preschool Story Hour seem appropriate for your child?
Circle the best answer.

Always Never Sometimes Don't Know

6. Do you use the follow-up activity sheet with your child? Circle the best answer.

Always Never Sometimes Don't Know

7. Would you recommend that a friend bring his or her child to Preschool Story Hour?
Circle the best answer.

Yes . No Maybe Don't Know

8. Is there anything else you'd like to tell us about your experience with Preschool Story
Hour? Please feel free to use the back of the page.

Thank you for answering our questions. Please leave this form with the librarian today.
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@ Cuestionario de la Hora de Cuentos
Para Nifios Preescolares™

Por favor tome unos cuantos minutos para contestar estas preguntas. Nosotros estamos
interestados en saber como usted y el/la nifio(a) que usted trae a la biblioteca reaccionan a
la hora de cuentos para nifios preescolares.

1. (Cu-ntos afios tiene el/la nifio(a) que usted trae a la hora de cuentos?

2. ¢Aproximadamente cu-ntos veces han asistido a la hora de cuentos este afio?

3. ¢Saca libros para su nifio(a) cuando vienen a la hora de cuentos? Pon un clrculo alrede-
dor de la major respuesta.

Siempre Nunca A veces No sé

4. ;Ella nifio se acuerda y repite las rimas y los juegos de dedos que el o ella escucha en
la hora de cuentos.

Siempre Nunca A veces No sé
5. ¢Es el contenido del la hora de cuentos apropriado para su nifio(a)?
’ Siempre Nunca A veces No sé
6. ¢;Usa las hojas de actividades de proseguimiento con su nifio(a)?
Siempre Nunca A veces No sé
7. (Recomendarla a un amigo(a) a que traiga a su nifio(a) a la hora de cuentos?
Siempre Nunca A veces No sé

8. ¢(Hay algo que quisiera contarnos acerca de su experiencia con la hora de cuentos?
Sientase libre de escribir en el otro lado de esta p-gina.

Gracias por haber contestado nuestras preguntas. Por favor deja este cuestionario .
con el/la bibliotecario(a) hoy dia.
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Publicity and Promotion:
Getting the Word Out!

Having a great program isn’t enough. You need to let people know. Why should you worry
about publicity and promotion? It works! Here are some things to consider.

Be sure to 1nclude as much 1nformat10n as you can about the event The earlier people
know about the event, the better the turnout is likely to be.

Even if greater attendance is not a goal, it gives community leaders a chance to publicly
support and discuss your event and its impact on the community.

Leaders from major corporations, government officials, and other prominent citizens in the
community can take this opportunity to support reading as an activity that has no cultural
boundaries. In a time of great debate over the “haves” and “have nots,” the Public Library
stands as a great equalizer. Remind your leaders of your purpose whenever you can to gar-
ner their support.

INCREASE THE VISIBILITY OF THE LIBRARY IN YOUR COMMUNITY:

The broad base of support for events should be a grass roots effort from within the local
community. Use bulletins, newsletters, and flyers to distribute among community mem-
bers. You want to inform and raise excitement about events. Make the activities for your
events sound fun and exciting. Don’t forget to include locations, times, and schedules. It’s
also important to acknowledge your sponsors and contributors on,much of your materials.
If they feel they are getting “value-added” promotional value, they’ll be even more eager to
support you next year.

GET THE LocAL MEDIA INVOLVED:

An often underutilized marketing tools is non-paid advertising in the form of public rela-
tions. A full-fledged feature article or a spot on television will do more to publicize your
event than any other single action. Why? Using the mass media reaches the greatest num-
ber of people.

To best utilize their services and expertise, it’s best to understand how most organizations
operate. A good way to get started is:

* Make a list of local newspapers, radio stations, television stations, and community
bulletin services such as on the community access station. (If you have a committee,
this is a good place to divide and conquer!)

* Call and find out which writer or producer would best handle your event.

* Remember, broadcast news will have a different producer and team for weekday and
weekend coverage.

* Drop off a promotional item or T-shirt to your contact as a thank you.
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TRENGTH 1 UMBERS:
Ask partner organizations to prepare their own press releases to support Books and Pets.
Their releases should follow the same guidelines as yours; therefore, you might want to
give them copies of your press releases. Ask your partner organizations for copies of their
press releases. Be sure to include these in your press kits. Remember, most organizations
have internal news letters which effectively reach different groups

The Press Release

WRITING PRESS RELEASES:

The most essential tool for communicating directly to the media is your press release.
These releases are the the main vehicle for providing the press with the event information
and updates. It is important that the press release include all the information needed to
cover the event thoroughly. Printing your press releases on your library letterhead is very
important. The letterhead gives importance to the information and it also gives your
media sources a clear idea of who is in charge of your Books and Pets event. Everyone
loves the library, so it will be easy to get your community excited when you get the word
out about your event.

SHORT. SWEET. AND TO THE POINT:

Most press releases are one or two pages long. Especially when it comes to unsolicited
releases, most professionals will not read lengthy press releases. Some organizations will
reprint them almost verbatim, others tend to rewrite and sometimes misunderstand your
intentions.

WuAT'S YOUR MAIN MESSAGE: .

Your press release should carry one main message. This message should be clearly stated
in a single sentence as the first paragraph of the release. All paragraphs should be
between one to three sentences long. A good way to accomplish this is using a outline or
bullet form whenever possible. Whatever method makes the press release easy and quick
to read is the best way to go. Try to include at least one relevant quote in every release.

Mav I CarL You? ’ :

Be sure that you include a date for release and the name and phone number of the library
contact at the top of every page in the press release. To make this important information
stand out, try printing it in bold face type. This information will make it easier for the
media to get in contact with you if they have any further questions.

USE THE INVERTED PYRAMID STRUCTURE:

The easiest method of organizing a press release uses an inverted pyramid structure.
Begin with the general information and give progressively more specific information in
each additional paragraph. Remember, the first paragraph should be a statement of the
main message of the press release. The purpose of a press release is to convey the most
essential information about your event in the fewest and clearest word possible. The last
paragraph should include information about the organization releasing the media advi-
sory: the mission statement, the goals of the organization, and a reminder of the contact
name and phone number.
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JUST THE Basics: WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE : , ‘
Sometimes referred to as the five “W”s. Who is giving the event? Who are the main groups

and people that will be attending? What is Books and Pets? What kinds of activities will

take place at the event? When will the event take place? Where will it be held? And most
importantly, why is your event newsworthy? All of this information should be worked into

every press release sent to the media.

A good way to ensure that the right media person receives your information is to call first
to identify the best reporter to receive your release, send the release, then follow through
with a phone call to make sure they received it. They are inundated by material, so any-
thing you can do to make your information stand out is helpful.

Remember, many of these organizations have good intentions. When they are understaffed
or unorganized, it’s easy for your press release to get lost in the shuffle. The best way to
get coverage is to start early and develop key relationships with the person responsible for
your coverage.

Another way to present your series to the media for more extensive coverage is to pinpoint
a human-interest angle that would appeal to their target audience. For example, choose a
speaker at one of your events or a family to personalize the story. Then give additional
information about your reading club, a phone number for more information, and a sched-
ule of events.

Here are some standard guidelines for preparing a press release:

&

Use 8 1/2 x 11-inch white paper

*  Type only on one side and double space

*  Leave wide margins

Put your name, address, area code and phone number on every page. Add e-mail, fax numbers, and
a Web site -address if you have them. ,

Type the date for the release as “For release the week of ¢ or “For immediate release.”

*  Make the lead sentence concise and straightforward.

The release should answer the five “w’s”: Who, What, When, Where, and Why (and sometimes How)
Avoid technical or library jargon, as well as acronyms and initials

*  Type “###” at the end of your release, and “-more-” at the bottom of all other pages.

5

WRITING YOUR PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:

Although press releases will be used mostly by print media, the information contained in

them will also be useful to the broadcast media (television and radio). Since broadcast

media usually have even less time to cover events then print, additional preparation of the

public service announcements (PSAs) for local and national radio and television stations is
recommended. PSA’s are usually 30 seconds long or less, so state only the basics-who,

what, when, where, and why. Send PSA scripts to the radio stations listed in your media

database, in addition to the regular press releases. Some local public television stations air

text-only “community calendars” on a daily basis. PSA’s usually require additional time

and work because of the visual elements involved. Begin working with television stations

several months ahead of time to develop appropriate visual footage and dialogue for your

Books and Pets PSA. '
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Sample PSA Scripts

- Name of Library: Date: (current)

Re: Arizona Reading Program Air Dates: (Range of times you would like spot to air)
Program Date: (When does program start)
Contact: (Name and telephone)

“Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!” Get ready to have the summer of a lifetime with
kids of all ages and your favorite crazy, cuddly pets when you join the Arizona Reading
Program at your local library. You'll keep track of your books and win prizes and
recognition to no end!!

Here are just a few exciting programs planned especially for you: [list of performers and/or
kickoff event]

Call the [insert your library name here] at [insert the telephone number] for more infor-
mation.The Arizona Reading Program is a cooperative effort between the Arizona
Department of Library, Archives and Public Records and the Arizona Humanities Council.

Funny PSA Option

(Voice of a tough male dog from the Bronx)

Name of Library: Date: (current)

Re: Arizona Reading Program Air Dates: (Range of times you would like spot to air)
Program Date: (When does program start)

Contact: (Name and telephone)

Hey you guys...It’s me, Spike, the toughest bull dog in the neighborhood. Me and “my boys”
here (bark, bark) were on our way to chase some cats up a tree when we saw everyone at -
the [library name].

It looks like a party right here in the middle of [name of town]. My owner told me about
all of the kids reading cool books and getting great prizes for them and their, pets. I am so
excited, my owner gets to read cool books and I get to play with cool toys!

The reading party [is going on now, will begin in, etc.], and the spot where it happens is
the library at [address of the library]. So, come on over and bring all of your cool friends! I
know me and “my boys” will be there!

If you're interested in having a great summer, come join the crew at [library name]; you
can get some more info about “Books and Pets: Our Friends.for Life,” the latest installment
of the Arizona Reading Program.

Well, gotta go now...my owner picked out a great book and I can hardly wait for him to
read it to me! See ya soon!

1Y
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Advertising ()

Why would anyone want to pay for an ad if you can get your event or program covered by
the media for free?

When it’s critical to get the word out, you must not rely solely on free publicity. Sometimes
a paid ad is the only way you can guarantee that your message goes out verbatim. Many
publications do offer a lower rate for non-profit organizations.

First call the publication or station and ask to speak to a sales representative or ask for a
media kit to be mailed to you. Based on the desired demographics for your event, such as
families with young children or teenagers,.decide which media best reaches your audience.

Graphic Design

Presentation is important. Most libraries have a least one creative staff person. If not,
enlist the services of a local design firm. Most people are willing to donate some of their
time and expertise if asked.

You may use any of the graphics in this resource guide, or use the files on the CD-ROM to
get a head start. Try to use realistic interpretations of pets. Feel free to tie into the color
scheme of yellow-gold, orange, red, and blue.
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Notes from K-READ

Thanks to everyone who contributed to this
year’s manual. Arizona librarians have been a
rich resource for creating this program used
at many libraries across the state.

Ann-Mary Johnson and the Arizona
Humanities Council should be commended.
It is wonderful to work with someone so com-
mitted and enthusiastic about the success of
this program.

We are always striving to make the manual
better and easier for you. Here are some
helpful notes on using the manual and CD.

Any art found in this manual may be scanned
and used in your library. Most graphics and
forms will also be found on the CD-Rom.

Last year, the disk contained files in Word
Perfect and Adobe Acrobat. This year, we are
attempting to make the disk more interactive
and user friendly. We have set it up to work
with your internet browser. Most libraries
have either Microsoft Explorer or Netscape.
When using the disk, you may want to save
something to your hard drive or edit.

For a text document, you would copy text and
then paste into your word processing docu-
ment in order to edit.

For a graphic file, you would place it in your
word processing, page layout, or graphics pro-
gram. It is still necessary to know a bit about
how technology works to use the CD. Feel
free to ask other staff members or technically
adept community members to help. There is
nothing wrong with re-entering forms or fill-
ing out by hand.

MR. KITTY, RED ZINGER, AND PEPPER
BELONG TO K-READ’s KATHY ALBERT

~ Again, thanks and feel free to contact me per-
sonally with any questions.

: Kathy Albert
' _ 512-477-3696
Q Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!
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@ Here are graphic elements you can use in
your decorations and promotions.
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Decorations

Here comes the fun part: transform your library into a
visual wonderland. Pick ideas that relate to Books and

. Pets and let your imaginations run wild! By decorating,
you will not only promote enthusiasm, but will also let
everyone know that something fun and exciting is taking
place.

Dog House Library

OU WILL D:
Rectangle cardboard box (any size)
Tape

Paint or markers

1. Cut the flaps off one end of the cardboard box.

2. Turn box over so the side with flaps still attached is
facing up.

3. Fold out the 2 short flaps on the top of the box.

4. Take one of the long, cut flaps and tape it to the
edges of the 2 long flaps on the top of the box. This
will form the roof of the library.

5. Hold the short flaps up to the roof. Trace a line
marking the edge of the roof on both sides. Cut
along the trace lines and tape front flaps to

6. Cut an opening at one end of the box for the door.

7. Using paints or markers, decorate the outside of the
box to look like a library.

LIBRARY ~ When library is completed, place the “Books and Pets”

puppet dog or any stuffed dog reading a book inside.
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Book Bones
You WirL1 NEED:

Construction paper
Markers

DIRECTIONS:

1. Cut out bone shapes from construction paper. You can cut out various sizes if you like.
2. Write the titles of popular Young Adult books on the bones.

3. Display them on the walls or ends of the bookshelves.

Papier Maché Book Bones
You WiLi NEED:

Newspaper
Paper Mache
Paint

DIRECTIONS:

1. Make bones using your favorite paper mache recipe.

2. When the paper mache is dry, paint the bones.

3. Write the titles of popular Young Adult books on the bones.
4. Display the bones on book shelves and tables.

Papier |
Maché Recipe

Take some newspaper and mold it into the shape
of the object you are making. Then wrap your
desired shape with masking tape. Pour some flour
into a large mixing bowl or pan, then pour water in
until you achieve a thick soupy paste. Mix with your
hands until there are no lumps and the mixture is
smooth. Tear some newspaper into wide strips. Keeping
your hands very wet, moisten the area of your shape
that you are about to mache. Put strips of the newspa-
per onto your shape one at a time, soaking and
smoothing them as you work. It is important that
you do not dip your strips of paper into the
water-flour mixture, only your hands, and only
put on a new strip of newspaper until the one
underneath is completely soaked and smoothed into
place. When your shape dries it will be white and
quite hard.
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Cat Reading Stand
You wILL NEED:

Cardboard cylinders of various sizes

(oatmeal cartons or any kinds that are sturdy work best.)
Cardboard '

Glue

Felt or scrap material

1. Glue the cylinders on a large piece of cardboard glue in
a scattered pattern.

2. Glue smaller pieces of cardboard on top of the cylinders.

3. Cover all surfaces with felt or material. :

/ 7/ pA

) N~

When completed, stuffed cats and books can be displayed on the stand.
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. Other Decorating ldeas
BEST LITTLE PET SHOW IN ARIZONA

Let kids imagine that they are in a wonderland of animals! You can divide the
library into sections by decorating with various types of animals. Sections could
include a Doggy Run, a Kitty Lounge, or a Bunny Hop Stop. Have rooms or corners
labeled with these names and decorate completely with things about the respective
animals. For example, in the Bunny Hop Stop Corner, you can hang carrots from
the ceiling and have bunny cages with stuffed bunnies in them as tables or under
chairs. When you are doing activities, it will be easy to split the children up just by
telling some of them to go to the Doggy Run or the Kitty Lounge, etc.

FuUN ADVENTURES WITH FURRY FRIENDS ,
Find books about animal’s adventures and decorate according to some of the sto-

ries. For example, consider The Incredible Journey. You could decorate the walls
with maps of the places that the animals ventured. To begin the day with a fun
activity, someone could read part of the book until the animals reach a new loca-
tion. You could then map their journey on the wall!

Famous FRIENDS
Utilize famous animals as your main theme throughout the library. You could deco-

‘ rate the library like the Hollywood Hills and have pictures of famous pets on the
walls. Put up posters of movies about pets and animals. Some of these famous ani-
mals could include Garfield, McGruff, Snoopy, Blues Clues, the Air Bud dog, Morris
the Cat, Benji, and many, many more. Refer to the page in the Activity Section
with the list of famous people’s pets for more ideas.

Top 10 Goldfish
Names in the US
1) Jaws 6) George

2) Goldie 7) Flipper
3) Fred 8) Ben

4) Tom 9) Jerry
5) Bubbles 10) Sam

Source: Top 10 of Everything =
by R
b
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Registration

Decide on a registration method. If you are inspired, use your own program registration
forms, or adapt the following templates to fit your needs. Another fun idea is to use a guest
book to register participants. Don’t forget to save this data. Use it to develop a

mailing list for announcements and future events.

If you are not registering participants at a central event or location, you may wish to place
individual forms at the circulation desk and in the children’s department. Easy access will
allow patrons to sign up at anytime. Consider allowing children to sign up anytime after
the start. This may be more work for you, but imagine being turned away.

Reading Log Notes

Each library can track reading and set up prize or acknowledgements in any way you see
fit. The logs do not have instructions printed on them, so you can adapt to your needs.
Below are sample instructions you may choose to use.

The Arizona Reading Program logs allow you to track by time or titles. It could also be
adapted to acknowledge pages read. It has a “start here” spot for when a child comes to the
library to sign up for the program. Consider passing out logs during your school visits.

After the first five hours, you can continue to color in squares around the perimeter for

additional prize points, You choose if and when you pass out prizes or coupons. Reward

participation as much as completion. Getting a child to the library for the first time is a
big challenge and they should receive positive reinforcement.

You do not have to award prizes; use the stickers and game logs to create a fun activity.
Names can be acknowledged around the library based on their levels of accomplishment.
Set your own levels, then inform participants and their parents, perhaps using handout
guides. Make copies for the parents of the children to take home to encourage at-home-
reading also. Remember, if you want it to be successful, keep it simple and do not exclude
anyone.

Sample Reading Log Instructions

Edit to fit your program specifics, and create a handout for kids to take home to parents:

Looking for a fun way to keep track of your reading this summer? Use this reading log and
play along to win prizes.

Pick up a log and get your first sticker or stamp to get started. Color in a square for each
time period/number of pages/title you read alone or with your family. After each square,
visit the children’s department of your library to validate your log. After 5 squares, you
may be eligible for a prize or drawing.

Don’t stop reading, you can use the squares around the perimeter of your log for additional
incentives. Remember, reading for fun is the best reward!
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Name:
Address:
Phone:
Age:
School:

Grade in September:

Library Use Only

Date Registered:

Date Completed:

Prizes Awarded:

Use these forms for individual registration

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Age:
School:

Grade in September:

Library Use Only

Date Registered:

Date Completed:

. Prizes Awarded:

On this and the following templates, you may choose to enlarge, reduce or reposition the
original on your page. Consider using colorful paper or adding stickers to make it look
more fun. 5 1
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Use this form for group registration
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@ This log belongs to:

Author

Book Title

Reading Time or -
Pages Read
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General Resources

Resource Companies

This list is a’starting point for you to contact resource companies. It is not an endorsement
or a complete list of all potential resources.

If you find information incorrect or would like to make changes, please email Arizona
Reads Coordinator Ann-Mary Johnson, at amjohnson@azhumanities.org.

ABC School Supply, Inc. 3312 N. Berkeley Lake Road, Duluth, GA 30136.
(800) 669-4222.
Hand puppets, crafts supplies, prizes, flannel boards, games, records, etc.

ALA Graphics. American Library Association, 50 E. Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611.
(800) 545-2433.
General posters, calendars, decorations for librarians.

Accent Annex. 1120 S. Jeff Davis Parkway, New Orleans, LA 70125-9901. (800) 322-
2368. Novelties and trinkets including masks and hats.

Action Products International, Inc. 344 Cypress Road, Ocala, FL. 34472-3108.
(800) 772-2846, Fax: (352) 687-4961.
Educational toys, model kits, science toys, animal figures.

Argus Posters for Education. P. O. Box 6000, Allen, TX 75002-1304. (800) 527-4748.
Colorful posters and award certificates which can be purchased in volume batches for
prizes.

Arizona Renaissance Festival. 12601 East Highway 60, Apache Junction, AZ 85219.
(520) 463-2600, Fax: (520) 463-2600.
Medieval festival runs for six weeks yearly starting in February. Flyers, study guides,
posters.

Carson-Dellosa. P. O. Box 35665, Greensboro, NC 27425-5665. (800) 321-0943, Fax: (800)
535-2669.
Instructional materials, bulletin boards, charts, clip art, books, rubber stamps, blocks.

Child Graphics Press. P. O. Box 7771, Hilton Head Island, SC 29938. (800) 543-4880.
Primarily posters and novel unit teacher’s guides which contain bulletin board ideas
and activities.

Children’s Book Council. Order Center: 350 Scotland Road, Orange, NJ 07050.
(800) 999-2160.
Colorful posters and certificates for summer reading programs.

DEMCO, Inc. P. O. Box 7767, Fresno, CA 93747-7767. (800) 356-1200, Fax: (800) 245-
1329.
Books, puppets, book bags, bookmarks, posters, display racks and library furniture,
designed for kids.
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Devonshire Renaissance Faire. City of Phoenix Parks, Recreation and Library Dept.
2802 E. Devonshire, Phoenix, AZ 85016. (602) 256-3130, Fax: (602) 262-6001. ‘
"~ Coordinates activities and performances for annual Devonshire Renaissance Faire at
Los Olivos Park, Phoenix, Arizona in September. Contact for information.

Gryphon House, Inc.: Early Childhood Teacher Books. P. O. Box 207, Beltsville, MD
20704-0207. (301) 595-9500, Toll Free: (800) 638-0928, Fax: (301) 595-0051.
Publishes activity books, including finger plays, crafts, art, science, math, celebrations
and holidays.

J. L. Hammett Co. P. O. Box 660420, Dallas, TX 75266-0402. (800) 333-4600, Fax:
(800) 873-5700.
Teacher resources, classroom supplies, art and craft materials, furniture and equip-
ment. :

Kidstamps. P. O. Box 18699, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118. (800) 727-5437.
Assorted rubber stamps.

K-READ. 8222 N. Lamar, Suite F:55, Austin, TX 78735. (512) 477-3696. www.kread.com
Posters, bookmarks, stickers, buttons, magnets, and other stock and custom items to
promote reading.

Kimbo Educational, Department R. P. O. Box 477, Long Branch, NJ 07740-0477. (800)
631-2187.
Cassettes, records, filmstrips, videos and read-alongs useful for storytime activities.

Kipp Brothers, Inc. P. O. Box 157, Indianapolis, IN 46206. (800) 428-1153,
Fax: (800) 832-5477.
Toys, novelties, gifts, carnival and party items.

Lakeshore Learning Materiais. P. O. Box 6261, Carson, CA 90749. (800) 421-5354, Fax:
(310) 537-5403.

Arts and crafts supplies, games, puzzles, music instruments, blocks, toys.

Listening Library: Literature Based Media for Children and Adults. 1 Park
Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 06870-1727. (800) 243-4504.
Characters, puppets, and dolls to go with favorite children’s books: Curious George,
Pippi Longstocking, Madeline, Winnie the Pooh, Clifford, etc.

Music for Little People. P. O. Box 1460, Redway, CA 95560. (800) 409-2457.
Audio and video cassettes, musical instruments, some costumes and activity kits.

Oriental Trading Company, Inc. P. O. Box 3407, Omaha, NE 68103. (800) 327-9678 for
catalog requests, (800) 228-2269 for orders.
Chinese imports. Inexpensive trinkets and prizes.

Really Good Stuff. A division of Filmic Archives. The Cinema Center, Botsford, CT
06404. Customer service: (203) 261-1920, Orders: (800) 366-1920.
Posters, bookmarks, stickers, buttons, trophies, and other learning materials for ‘
librarians and teachers. 5
9
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Rivershore Reading Store. 2005 32nd Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. (309) 788-7717.
Reading incentive products, buttons, stickers.

S & S Educational Products, S & S Arts and Crafts. P. O. Box 513, Colchester, CT
06415-0513. (800) 243-9232 or (203) 537-3451.
Craft kits and supplies geared toward youth groups and crafts groups.

Shapes ETC. 8840 Rt. 36, P. O. Box 400, Dansville, NY 14437. (800) 888-6580.
Die-cut shapes (bears, hearts, etc.). Also stencils, rubber stamps, and bookmarks. Most
of the paper shapes come 3 x 3-inches or 5 x 7-inches.

Sherman Specialty Company, Inc. P. O. Box 401, Merrick, NY 11566. (800) 645-6513 or
(800) 669-7437, Fax: (800) 853-TOYS (8697).
Various trinkets, small toys, prizes, stickers, and treasure chests.

Smilemakers, Inc. P. O. Box 2543, Spartanburg, SC, 29304-2543. (800) 825-8085.
Stickers, toys, pencils, zipper pulls, etc.

T. S. Dension and Co., Inc. 9601 Newton Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55431.
(800) 328-3831.
Discovery themes information cards which contain reading and art activities on vari-
ous topics. '

U. S. Toy Co., Inc. 1227 East 119th Street, Grandview, MO 64030. (800) 832-0572, Fax:
(816) 761-9295.
Inexpensive novelties and toys to use as incentives.

Upstart. 32 East Avenue, Hagerstown, MD 21740. (800) 448-4887.
Reading and library promotional items. Posters, decorations, bookmarks, bags, prizes
for libraries. '

Wonderstorms. ¢/o World Almanac Education, P. O. Box 94556, Cleveland, OH 44101-
4556. (800) 321-1147. ‘
Posters, bookmarks, mobiles, displays to promote reading with an assortment of
themes.
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Librarian’s Pro%ramming Resources o

Here is a collection of books, publications, websites and other resources to help you with
your program.

Government Publications:

Government publications are available free online or for order at low cost and in bulk
quantities. Some titles below may supplement your reading programs. Libraries may wish
to download or order publications for distribution to the general public.

View or order online at www.pueblo.gsa.gov/childxfen.htm:

Catch the Spirit: A Student’s Guide to Community Service. Ideas and information on how
young people can help make their community a better place.

Help Your Child Improve in Test-Taking. Simple techniques to help children at all grade
levels avoid “test anxiety” and prepare for various types of tests.

Helping Your Child Become a Reader. Help children gain the skills they need to become
good readers. Here are ways to turn everyday activities into learning experiences.

Helping Your Child Learn Geography. Teach geography in challenging and fun ways.

Helping Your Child Learn History. Makes history interesting to 4-11 year olds with lots of
activities and fun things to do.

Helping Your Child Learn to Read. Fun and practical activities to help you and your child
lay a foundation for a lifetime of reading.

Helping Your Child Succeed in School. 15 fun activities to do with your children to help
expand their imagination, obey, organize, help others, and much more.

Helping Your Child With Homework. Practical suggestions for parents to use when helping
children. Includes a checklist on how much to help; setting the time and place; checking
assignments; and when to follow up with your child’s teacher.

Learning Activities for the Growth Season. A 7-week schedule listing daily, fun learning
activities for elementary-age children. Poster.

Learning Disabilities. Explains the differences between learning problems and disabilities.
Chart shows language and reasoning skills to watch for at different ages and more.

Learning Partners. Activities to help your preschool or elementary-aged child learn read-
ing, math, science, history, writing, and much more.

My History is America’s History. Detailed poster has easy ideas for discovering and pre-
serving your family’s history, with useful tips on recording family stories.
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’ Museums and Learning: A Guide for Family Visits. How to make museum visits enjoyable
learning experiences for your 4-12 year olds. Includes activities for children and families to
do before, during, and after the visit.

Parent’s Guide to the Internet. Information on equipment and software, costs, surfing the
Web, getting email, and protecting privacy. Lists fun resources for parents and children.

Planning for Your Special Needs Child. Learn about setting up a legal guardian and plan-
ning for your child’s financial, medical, and educational needs.

Playing the Buying Game. Word games, a poster, and puzzles to help junior high students
learn to be smart consumers.

Timeless Classics. Lists nearly 400 books published before 1960 for children of all ages.
Divided into grade group of K-12.

10 Pets in the
United States
1) Cats 6) Reptiles
2) Dogs 7) Finches
3) Small Rodents 8) Cockatiels
4) Parakeets 9) Canaries

10) Parrots s
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General Programming Titles for Librarians

EBE§CHOQL:

52 Programs for Preschoolers: The Librarian’s Year-Round Planner by Diane Brigg.
American Library Association, 1997.
A comprehensive guide that includes publicity, book suggestions, finger plays, songs,
felt board stories or poems, creative dramatics, video, and crafts for each theme.

Booksharing: 101 Programs to Use with Preschoolers by Margaret Read MacDonald.
Library Professional Publications, 1988.
68 suggested books and activities centered around themes such as habitats, the senses,
and how things work.

Creative Resources for the Early. Childhood Classroom by Judy Herr. Delmar Publishers,
1990.

Thematic units containing finger plays, songs, books, recipes, art activities, and more.

Flannelboard Fun:A Collection of Stories, Songs and Poems by Diana Brigg. Scarecrow
Press, 1992.

How to make felt board and characters. Bibliography of resources for planning a story
time.

I'm a Little Teapot!: Presenting Preschool Storytime by Jane Cobb. Black Sheep Press,
1996.

63 themes are presented with each theme including stories to read aloud, nonfiction,
nursery rhymes, finger plays, songs, games, and additional ideas.

Literate Beginnings: Programs for Babies & Toddlers by Debby Ann Jeffery. American
Library Association, 1995.
Contains 52 seasonal and miscellaneous theme activities that include suggested books,
songs, and finger plays.

Picture Book Story Hours: From Birthdays to Bears by Paula Sitarz. Libraries Unlimited,
1987.

Pull story time together with thematic chapters. Each discusses publicity, presentation,
song, stories, and more.

A Planning Guide to the Preschool Curriculum by Anne Sanford. Kaplan Press, 1983.
Sections divided into theme and subthemes with varying levels containing crafts, etc.

Storytimes for Two-Year-Olds, Second Edition by Judy Nichols. American Library
Association, 1998.
Suggested programs include stories, rhythms, rhymes, finger plays, and crafts.

The Storytime Sourcebook: A Compendium of Ideas and Resource for Storytellers by
Carolyn N. Cullum. Neal-Schuman Publishers, 1990.
Activities include finger plays, crafts, games, and songs.
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. Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S: Activities to Expand Children’s Favorite Books by Shirley C.
Raines and Robert J. Canady. Gryphon House, 1989.

More Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S: More Activities to Expand Children’s Favorite Books by
Shirley C. Raines and Robert J. Canady. Gryphon House, 1991.
Expands specific stories of interest to preschoolers that include activities with art,
music and movement, science, math, and writing.

Where is Thumbkin?: Over 500 Activities to Use with Songs You Already Know by Pam
Shiller and Thomas Moore. Gryphon House, 1993.
Activities include art, dramatic play, and games.

SCHOOL AGE:
60 Super Simple Craﬂs by Holly Herbert. Lowell House Juvenile, 1996.

Art for Fun Projects by Sue Lacey. Copper Beach Books, 2001.

Four Hundred and Fifty More Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S for the Primary Grades:
Activities to Expand Children’s Favorite Books by Shirley C. Raines. Gryphon House,
1994.

Expands specific stories of interest to children ages 6-9 that include activities with art,
music and movement, science, math, and writing.

‘ The Great Origami Book by Zulal Ayture-Schelle. Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., 1987.
Kids Create! by Laurie Carlson. Gareth Stevens Publishing, 1990.
New Handbook for Storytellers by Caroline Feller Bauer. American Library Association,
1993. '

Program ideas for all ages including stories, poems, magic, and more.

Paper Masks and Puppets for Stories, Songs and Plays by Ron and Marsha Feller. The Arts
Factory, 1990.

Paper Projects for Creative Kids of All Ages by Jim Bottomley. Little, Brown, 1983.

Papercrafts Around the World by Phyllis and Noel Fiarotta. Sterling Publishing Co., Inc.,
1996.

Sewing by Hand by Christine Hoffman. HarperCollins, 1994.
Contains instructions for making a bean bag cat.

Simple Puppets from Everyday Materials by Barbara MacDonald Buetter. Sterling
Publishing Co., Inc., 1996.

Story Time Sampler: Read Alouds, Booktalks, and Activities for Children by Paula Gaj
Sitarz. Libraries Unlimited, Inc., 1997.
‘ Program material on 21 subjects and themes ranging from birds, cookery, and magic, to
tall tales, fractured fairytales, and word play.
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The Storyteller’s Cornucopia by Cathie Hilterbran Cooper. Alleyside Press, 1992. ‘
Various methods of storytelling are presented with accompanying stories and activities.
Types of storytelling include traditional, flannel board, participation, puppetry, read
alouds, and tagboard.

Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S for the Primary Grades: Activities to Expand Children’s

Favorite Books by Shirley C. Raines and Robert J. Canady. Gryphon House, 1992.

Stories On Stage: Scripts for Reader’s Theater by Aaron Shepard. H. W. Wilson Co., 1993.
Scripts are based on quality literature and aimed for the middle grades.

Storytelling with Puppets, Second Edition by Connie Champlin. American Library
Association, 1998.
With these authoritative selections, you can expand outreach to children with special
needs and hard-to-reach public segments, create multicultural collections and program-
ming, and entertain children with top-notch programming.

Super Nifty Origami Crafts by Andrea Urton. Contemporary Books, 1996.

THEME-BASED TITLES FOR LIBRARIANS
50 Nifty Super Animal Origami Crafts by Jill Smolinski. Contemporary Books, 1998.

Animal Crafts by Iain MacLeod-Brudenell. Gareth Stevens Publishing, 1994.
Stories, traditions, and crafts from around the world that are based on animals are
‘included in this resource.

Beanbag Buddies and Other Stuffed Toys by Judy Ann Sadler. Kids Can Press, 1999.

Critter’s Kitchen by Michelle Reynolds. Atheneum, 1979.
Contains recipes for homemade treats for cats, dogs, and more unusual pets.

A Dog’s Best Friend: An Activity Book for Kids and Their Dogs by Lisa Rosenthal. Chicago
Review Press, 1999.

Draw 50 Cats by Lee J. James. Doubleday, 1986.

Ed Emberley’s Drawing Book of Animals by Ed Emberley. Little, Brown, 1970.
Explains how to use a few simple shapes, letters, numbers, and symbols to draw almost
any animal.

The First-Timer’s Guide to Origami by Jill Smolinski. Lowell House Juvenile, 2000.

The Great Origami Book by Zulal Ayture-Scheele. Sterling Publishing Co., Inc.

How to Draw and Paint Pets by Diana Craig. The Well Fleet Press, 1991.

Let’s All Draw Cats, Dogs, and Other Animals.by Jane Robertson. Watson-Guptill

Publications, 1991. ‘
Provides step-by-step instructions for drawing a variety of animals.
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General Resources

Theme-based Fiction Titles for Children
PRESCHOOL AGE:

Any of these may be suitable for simple flannelboard or puppet plays. Laminate pictures or
photos of the appropriate animals to bring the story to life.

Bogacki, Tomek Cat and Mouse. Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1996.
'An unusual friendship results when one little cat and one little mouse fail to pay atten-
tion while their mothers teach their children about the world.

Brown, Marc Tolan Arthur’s Pet Business. Little Brown and Company, 1990.
Arthur's determination to prove he is responsible enough to have a puppy brings him a
menagerie of animals to care for.

Bushey, Jeanne A Sled Dog for Moshi. Hyperion Books, 1994.
Moshi wants a pet dog like her friend Jessica has, but in Igaluit, Alaska, dogs are kept
for racing or pulling sleds, not as pets.

Day, Nancy A Kitten’s Year. HarperCollins Publishers, 2000.
A kitten grows month by month into a cat.

Gag, Wanda Millions of Cats. Coward-McCann, 1928.
An elderly couple wants to adopt a cat, but is inundated with Millions of Cats.

Hall, Donald I Am the Dog, I Am the Cat. Dial Books, 1994.

Harper, Isabelle Our New Puppy. Sky Blue Press, 1996.
When the puppy Floyd joins the family, Eliza and Isabelle see how Rosie, the family
dog, reacts and learn what it is like having and being a younger sibling.

Johnson, Paul Brett Lost. Orchard Books, 1996.
Because she never gives up hope that her beagle, lost in the desert, will be found, the
young master keeps something special in her pocket for her dog.

Kellogg, Steven Pinkerton series -
Several titles centered on Pinkerton, a Great Dane, and his family.

Koontz, Robin Michal Why a Dog? By A. Cat. Scholastic, Inc. 2000.
When A. Cat lists all the rhyming reasons that dogs are not good pets, there
is one final reason to have a dog for a friend.

Lawrence, Michael Baby Loves Hugs and Kisses. Dorling Kindersley, 2000.
After receiving wonderful hugs and kisses from his parents and grandpar-
ents, Baby tries to hug and kiss the family pets.

Murphy, Stuart J. Pepper’s Journal: A Kitten’s First Year. HarperCollins, 2000.
Lisa keeps a journal of her new kitten's first year.
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Osofsky, Audrey My Buddy. Henry Holt & Co., 1992.
A young boy with muscular dystrophy tells how he
is teamed up with a dog trained to do things for
him that he can't do for himself.

Paulsen, Gary Dogteam. Delacorte Press, 1993.
Portrays the excitement, the danger, and the beau-
ty of a night run.

Rathman, Peggy Officer Buckle and Gloria. G.P.
Putnam's Sons, 1995.
The children at Napville Elementary School
always ignore Officer Buckle's safety tips, until a
police dog named Gloria accompanies him when he
gives his safety speeches.

Rylant, Cynthia. Henry and Mudge series. (Beginning
Reader)
Henry finds companionship, adventure, and love in
a big dog named Mudge.
Mr. Putter and Tabby series (Beginning Reader)
Mr. Putter gets an old cat, Tabby, to share his life
with him.

Schneider, Howie Chewy Louie. Rising Moon, 2000.
A family may have to get rid of their new pet, a
cute puppy that eats everything in sight, including
toys, bowls, and porches.

Titus, Eve The Kitten Who Couldn’t Purr: Morrow
Junior Press, 1991.
Jonathan the kitten asks the other animals to
teach him how to purr.

Viorst, Judith The Tenth Good Thing About Barney.
Atheneum, 1971.

In an attempt to overcome his grief, a boy tries to -

think of the ten best things about his dead cat.

Fun Fact:

Dog Frisbee ~ The ALPO
Canine Frisbee Disc
Championships are held in
communities throughout the
United States. Anyone is wel-
come to join the fun, and there
is not an entry fee. The
Frisbees are provided for every

dog and owner.

For a copy of guidelines, train-
ing manual, Frisbee-thrdwing
tips, and a calendar of events,
contact: ALPO Canine Frisbee
Disc Championship, 4060-D
Peachtree Road, #326G,
Atlanta, GA 30319 or call 1-800-
786-9240.

Use the “"Books and Pets” flying
disk to to promote physical
activities with pets and

reading.

d
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General Resources

ScHOOL AGE:

Barkan, Joanne Adventures of Wishbone. Big Red Chair Books, 1998.
Joe and Davis publish a sports newsletter using new technology that will be better
than the existing paper. The idea of new being better than old reminds Wishbone of A
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court. -

Bartlett, Susan Seal Island School. Viking, 1999.
On Seal Island off the coast of Maine, a place swarming with pets of all kinds, nine-
year-old Pru plans to keep her teacher from leaving by finding her a dog.

Davis, Patrick A. Brian’s Bird. Albert Whitman, 2000. '
Eight-year-old Brian, who is blind, learns how to take care of his new parakeet and
comes to realize that his older brother, while sometimes careless, is not so bad after all.

Di Camillo, Kate Because of Winn-Dixie. Candlewick Press, 2000.
Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi,
Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-
Dixie.

Estes, Eleanor Ginger Pye. Harcourt Brace & World, 1951.
The disappearance of a new puppy named Ginger and the appearance of a mysterious
man in a mustard yellow hat bring excitement into the lives of the Pye children.

Farley, Walter and Steven Farley The Black Stallion Series: Random House, 1968.
Young Alec Ramsay is shipwrecked on a desert island with a horse destined to play an
important part in his life.

Henry, Marguerite Misty of Chincoteague. Rand McNally, 1947.
Paul and his sister Maureen's determination to own a pony from the herd on
Chincoteague Island, Virginia, is greatly increased when the Phantom and her colt are
among the ponies rounded up for the yearly auction.

King-Smith, Dick Sophie in the Saddle. Candlewick Press, 1994.
Having added the puppy Puddle to her growing menagerie of cat and rabbit, animal-

mad Sophie makes friends with a Vietnamese pot-bellied pig and a gray pony named
Bumblebee.

Kipling, Rudyard Rikki-Tikki-Tavi. San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1992.

Levin, Betty Away to Me, Moss. Greenwillow, 1994.
While trying to deal with the possibility that her parents will separate, ten-year-old
Zanna becomes involved in working with a spirited sheep dog that belongs to the
stroke patient her mother is helping to rehabilitate.

Rawls, Wilson Where the Red Fern Grows. Doubleday, 1961.
A young boy in the Ozarks of Oklahoma perseveres in his goal to own the two best
hunting dogs in the valley.
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Roberts,Willo Davis The Minden Curse. Atheneum Press, 1978.
When Danny goes to a small village to live with his aunt and grandfather, it soon
becomes apparent that he and his dog are afflicted with the Minden Curse.

Spinner, Stephanie Born To Be Wild. HarperCollins, 1997.
.A boy who can talk to animals and his pet gerbil team up to reunite a runaway bunny
with its distraught owner.

Whelan, Gloria Silver. Random House, 1988.
Even though he is the runt of the litter from her father's prize sled-racing dog, ten-
year-old Rachel plans to train her puppy to become a champion racer and determines
to track him down when he mysteriously disappears.

OUNG ADULT:
Armstrong, William H. Sounder. Harper and Row, 1969.
The bittersweet tale of a man whose life is changed forever when he is caught stealing
to feed his family. His dog, Sounder, is wounded in the incident and waits faithfully for
his master to return.

Bethancourt, T. Ernesto Dog Days of Arthur Cane. Holiday House, 1976.
A teenage boy who doubts the power of witch doctors is transformed into a dog and
remains that way one entire summer.

Burnford, Sheila Incredible Journey, Little Brown and Co. 1961.
A Siamese cat, an old bull terrier, and a young Labrador retriever travel together 250
miles through the Canadian wilderness to find their family.

Carris, Joan Davenport Pets, Vets, and Marty Howard. Lippincott, 1984.
While working after school in a veterinarian'’s office, Marty Howard discovers-that car-
ing for animals can be just as frustrating as it is rewarding.

Crisp, Marty Ratzo. Rising Moon, 1998.
Having rescued a group of abandoned greyhounds from a desert building, thirteen-
year-old Josh plans to race one named Ratzo until he discovers the cruelty of the sport.

De Jong, Meindert Hurry Home Candy. Harper & Row, 1953.
A stray dog finally finds security and companionship with an old man.

Fox, Paula One-Eyed Cat. Bradbury Press, 1984.
An eleven-year-old shoots a stray cat with his new air rifle, subsequently suffers from
guilt, and eventually assumes responsibility for it.

Gardiner, John Reynolds Stone Fox. Crowell, 1980.
Little Willie hopes to pay the back taxes on his grandfather s farm with the purse from
a dog sled race he enters.
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Gipson, Fred Old Yeller. Harper & Row, 1956.
The story of a boy and his dog in the Texas hill country of the 1860s.

O’Hara, Mary My Friend Flicka. Lippincott, 1973.
A boy sets his heart on taming a wild-spirited filly. First in a trilogy. Continued by
Thunderhead and Green Grass of Wyoming.

Theme-based Non-fiction Titles for Children

PRESCHOOL AGE:
Cole, Joanna My New Kitten. Morrow, 1995.
Join one very happy girl as she watches her new kitten from the moment it's born to
the day it opens its eyes. Then share the excitement as little Dusty learns to walk and
climb. When he starts to eat cat food, wash himself, and play with toys, he's ready to
‘ leave his brothers and sisters and go to live in his new home.

My Puppy is Born. Morrow, 1991.
Text and photographs follow a Norfolk terrier puppy from birth to eight weeks later
when she goes home with her joyous new owner.

Calmenson, Stephanie Rosie: A Visiting Dog’s Story. Clarion Books, 1994.
Like most dogs, Rosie loves to play fetch, have her belly scratched and meet new peo-
ple. She is also a working dog: Rosie visits people in hospitals, schools, and nursing
homes. Her job is to cheer up the children and adults she visits.

Gibbons, Gail Say Woof! The Day of a Country Veterinarian. MacMillan, 1992.
Describes the work of a veterinarian and some of the procedures and instruments he
uses to treat animals in his office and on farms. Also tells how to take good care of pets.

Ready, Dee Veterinarians. Bridgestone Books, 1997.
Explains the clothing, tools, schooling, and work of veterinarians

Tildes, Phyllis Calico Picks a Puppy. Charlesbridge, 1996.
"Highlights size, color, and character traits of canine companions including fun-loving
poodles, big and bouncy mountain dogs, springer spaniels, retrievers, and cuddly lap
dogs.

Ziefert, Harriet Let’s Get a Pet. Viking Pr., 1993.
‘ Discusses all the things involved in choosing a pet.
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SCHOOL AGE: .
Evans, Mark Fish. Dorling Kindersley, 1993.

Describes how to set up and maintain an aquarium and how to care for fish as house-
hold pets.

9

Hamster. Dorling Kindersley, 1993.
Provides instructions for choosing, feeding, grooming, and breeding hamsters.

Puppy. Dorling Kindersley, 1992. .
Offers information for the first-time pet owner on the selection, care, training, and
feeding of puppies.

George, Jean Craighead How to Talk to Your Cat. HarperCollins Pub., 2000.
Describes how cats communicate with people through their behavior and sounds and
explains how to talk back to them using sounds, behavior, and body language.

How to Talk to Your Dog. HarperCollins Pub., 2000.
Describes how dogs communicate with people through their behavior and sounds and
explains how to talk back to them using sounds, behavior, and body language.

Gutman, Bill Becoming Best Friends With Your Hamster, Guinea Pig, or Rabbit. Millbrook
Press, 1997.
Explains in detail how to care for hamsters, guinea pigs, and rabbits by providing an
environment and diet similar to the ones they would enjoy in nature.

Becoming Best Friends With Your Iguana, Snake, or Turtle. Millbrook Press, 2001.
Offers advice for children and parents who are thinking of buying a reptile, including
information about the special care and needs of these exotic pets.

Becoming Your Bird’s Best Friend. Millbrook Press, 1996.
Provides information about the physical and psychological needs of pet birds, as well as
about how to choose and care for them as pets.

Becoming Your Cat’s Best Friend. Millbrook Press, 1997.
Questions and answers explain why cats knead with their claws, what a cat's twitching
tail means, and other mysteries of the feline world.

Becoming Your Dog’s Best Friend. Millbrook Press, 1996.
Provides information about the physical and psychological needs of dogs, as well as
about how to choose and care for them as pets.

Horenstein, Henry My Mom’s a Vet. Candlewick Press, 1994.
Describes a week in the life of a veterinarian through the eyes of her daughter who
assists her.

Kelsey-Wood, Dennis Pot-Bellied Pigs: A Complete and Up-to-Date Guide.
Explains how to choose a pet pig, how to house and feed it, and provides tips on train-
ing and health care. \
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O’Neil, Jacqueline Kids + Dogs = Fun. Howell Book House, 1996.
Great activities kids and dogs can do together.

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw Hugger to the Rescue. Dutton, 1994.
Interesting story about Newfoundlands, a breed of rescue dogs with natural lifesaving
instincts. Susie and Murphy Foley of Bigfork, Montana, raise and train Newfies and
have a volunteer organization called “Black Paws Search, Rescue & Avalanche Dogs."
The care, training, and uniforms for these big, lovable canines are described in conver-
sational, anecdote-filled narrative.

Petersen-Fleming Kitten Training and Critters Too. Tambourine Bks., 1996.
Demonstrates how to train a puppy by comparisons with how keepers train wild ani-
mals in captivity.

Rock, Maxine Totally Fun Things To Do With Your Dog. John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 1998.
Discusses how to choose and take care of a pet dog and describes a variety of ways to
have fun with your dog, from walking and playing catch to more elaborate games, dog
shows, parties, and more.

Seibert, Patricia Mush!: Across Alaska in the World’s Largest Sled Dog Race. Millbrook
Press, 1992.
Describes the annual Iditarod dog sled race in Alaska and the sled dogs that compete
in it. '

Siegal, Mordecai Choosing the Perfect Dog for You and Your Family. Contemporary Books,
1994.
Details the personalities, physical characteristics, and histories of 45 of America's
favorite breeds--as well as their training, grooming, and housebreaking needs.

Yates, Elizabeth Sound Friendships: The Story of Willa and Her Hearing Ear Dog.
Countryman Press, 1987.
The training of hearing aide dogs and the process of bonding with their deaf owners is
the subject of this book that imparts information through the framework of a story.

Young ADULT:

Cohen, Daniel Animal Rights: A Handbook for Young Adults. Millbrook Press, 1993.
Discusses animals as a food source, as the objects of hunting and trapping, as pets, and
as the subject of the animal rights movement.

Herriot, James All Creatures Great and Small. St. Martin’s Press, 1972.
Set in the 1930's, James Herriot arrives at a tiny village in the Yorkshire hills to
become the assistant to the local vet. Soon he is part of the life of the close-knit com-
munity.

McMains, Joel M. Dog Logic: Companion Obedience; Rapport-Based Training. Howell
Book House, 1992. [ o
Based upon favorable dog-owner communication, Dog Logic teaches you to develop
a responsive, obedient dog that accepts your leadership and lives happily by your
rules. Professional trainer Joel McMains provides tested and reliable exercises for
both the household companion and the competition dog.

Books and Pets: O’ngriends for Life!
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Miller, Cynthia D. Canine Adventures: Fun Things to Do With Your Dog. Animalia .
Publishing Co., 1999.
Describes and rates 32 activities and sports (from simple to challenging) according to
the amount of training, cost, and time involved, and presents informed opinions from
people who participate in these activities with their dogs. Also presents detailed infor-
mation on canine behavior, training, and care specific to a desired activity, including
physical and mental conditioning.

Pasternak, Ceel and Thornburg, Linda Cool Careers for Girls with Animals. Impact
Publications, 1999,
Profiles ten women who work with animals, in such jobs as horse farm owner, veteri-
narian, and exotic animal trainer, and explains their duties and how they prepared for
and got their positions.

Paulsen, Gary Puppies, Dogs, and Blue Northers. Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1996.
Minnesota author and dog musher Gary Paulsen reflects on the growth of his sled dogs
as he and his animals discover the world around them.

Woodsong. Bradbury Press, 1990.
For a rugged outdoor man and his family, life in northern Minnesota is a wild experi-
ence involving wolves, deer, and the sled dogs that make their way of life possible.
Includes an account of the author’s first Iditarod,
a dogsled race across Alaska. =

VOYA Best Friends: Books about Animals and
Teenagers, 1998.
An annotated list of books that highlight
relationships between pets and teens.

Top Dog Breeds

1) Labrador retriever 6) Beagle

2) Golden retriever 7) Poodle

3) German shepherd 8) Chihuahua

4) Rottweiler  9) Yorkshire Terrier
5) Dachshund

10) Pomeranian
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Helpful Web Sites

Internet sites are an inciteful way to gain tons of information about anything. The general
web sites will be helpful in gaining information about how to run your programs success-
fully and smoothly. There are also theme-based websites for use by librarians searching for
program ideas and participants searching for information and fun!

www.kread.com/cats&dogs
Specific information for the “Books and Pets” program is posted here. Includes a
catalog to order fun prizes and incentives that accompany the program.

www.ed.gov/free/
This is an amazing website which makes hundreds of learning resources from more
than 40 federal agencies available and searchable in one place.

www.lauriesstories.com/index.html
A site for reading and writing fun! Read, write and learn from a few thematic shows.

www.gutenberg.net
Project Gutenberg allows access to hundreds of literary works for free.

www.nara.gov/education
The Digital Classroom posts original historic documents and related lesson plans.

www.ed.gov/americareads/summer
The America Reads Challenge website includes valuable tips on ways to promote sum-
mer reading and learning.

www.ed.gov/pubs/CompactforReading
“School-Home Links Reading Kits” include activities for improving reading and writing
skills. Use with the “Compact for Reading Guidebook.”

www.thegateway.org
The Gateway to Educational Materials is a Consortium effort to provide educators with
quick and easy access to thousands of educational resources found on various federal,
state, university, non-profit, and commercial Internet sites. GEM is sponsored by the
U.S. Department of Education and is a special project of the ERIC Clearninghouse on
Information & Technology. Teachers, parents, and administrators can search or browse
The Gateway and find thousands of high-quality educational materials, including les-
son plans, activities, and projects from over 200 GEM Consortium member sites.

www.school-libraries.net/
A collection of web pages created or maintained by school librarians. Some are for
entire schools, while others are for individual school libraries. Some pages are personal,
while others are for professional associations, or other curriculum-related resources.
Also included here are a few links to helpful web development.

www.school-libraries.org/resources/
A collection of online resources selected and made available to assist school librarians
make effective use of the vast resources of the Internet and web.
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www.about.com .
Click on “Parenting and Family” then “Family Crafts” to find a host of craft ideas to
supplement your programs and storytimes.

http://geocities.yahoo.com/home
Click on Schools and Education, then either “K-12” or “Preschools” for a host of links to
websites with various programming ideas.

www.emtech.net/links/creative_crafts.htm
List of over 30 crafts sites, includes many for children.

Www.ipl.org/
Click on Youth and then Arts & Crafts, Games, or Preschool to find well-organized
links to craft sites for kids.

www.ala.org/parentspage/greatsites
Sponsored by the ALA, this page has more than 700 websites for “kids and the adults
that care about them.”

http:/lii.org
Librarian’s Index to the Internet This is a librarian’s starting point to find resources
on just about any subJect

www.iasl-slo.org/readprom.htm] .
School Library Resources on the Internet, including “Project Sites” and “Sites created
by Public Libraries.”

THEME-BASED WEB SITES

www.kidslikeours.com/projects/flanbd/flanbd.htm
Flannel board stories on pets.

http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/kidspets.htm
This is a collection of online resources of pet sites that librarians may search and make
available to young patrons.

www.avma.org/care4pets
The American Veterinary Medical Associateion offers information about selecting a pet
animal health and safety, pet loss, and veterinarians.

2

www.village.com/pets
A community for pet lovers. Animal tales, care tips, pet chats, and more. You can even
take a quiz to find out what kind of dog you would be!

http://groups.google.com/grohps?hl=en&group=rec.pets
In Usenet discussion groups, you can find thousands of people talking about all aspects
of pet ownership.

www.cfnaonline.com/caninetimes
An email newsletter for people who love reading dog news and articles. It’s an easy .
way to get helpful interesting, and sometimes funny dog news.
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www.dogbreedinfo.com
Photos of every breed are listed, plus just about anything a prospective owner needs to
know about a particular type of dog.

www.aspca.org
The website for American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Click on
“Humane Education” for activity sheets, programs, and teaching tips.

ww.verybestpets.com
A website presented by Friskies. Enter either the cat or dog site to find care tips.

www.therapyanimals.org/read
Learn about READ: Reading Education Assistance Dogs. Demonstrates how registered
therapy dogs and their handlers can be instrumental in improving the literacy skills of
children in an effective, unique, and fun manner.

www.best5.net/animal/ :
Includes photographic pictures of animals plus some clip art. Great site for download-
ing pictures! Maintained by Animal Pictures Archives.

www.mypetstop.com/usa/

Great place to find information about care, breeds, behavior of pets, especially, cats,
dogs, birds and fish.

www.kindnews.org/
(Kids in Defense of Nature-KIND). Kids can ask Dr. Kind about the care of their pets,
join the Kid Clubhouse full of activities regarding pets, including Catcentration.
Sponsored by the Humane Society of America.

www.animaland.org
Sponsored by the ASPCA, this site has games, information on pet care, pet stories and
more.

www.claw.org
Includes stories and plays starring cats. :

www.alfy.com/Surprises/Adopt/Picpet.asp
Adopt-a-pet. Children will learn that all living things have basic needs. Discover how
organisms change as they grow and mature.

www.azneighbors.com
The Humane Society of Southern Arizona is dedicated to the sheltering and placement
of animals.

www.yahooligans.com
Click on “Animals” then “PetCare” to find a wide variety of interesting and fun pet sites
for kids.

www.avma.org/caredpets/
Sponsored by the American Veterinary Medical Association, this site has information
about caring for your pet, a Kid’s Korner, Pet Stories you can send in and may have
published as “Pet of the Month.”
76
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www.healthypet.com/Coloring/index.html
Sponsored by the American Animal Hospital Association, kids can print out and color
pet pages, and send them in to be entered in monthly prizes.

www.petdental.com/index.htm
Tips on how to keep your pet’s teeth healthy and happy.

www.discovery.com/guides/animals/pets.html
Sponsored by the Discovery Channel, this site has information about cats and dogs, as
well as e-postcards they can send and “Pet Cams” that view real live pets online.

Www.kidscom/orakc/Pet/Petarenaright.shtml
The Pet Arena is a place where you can tell kids around the world why your pets are so
great and even read about other kids’ cool pets.

www.info-s.com/pets.html
Pets World. A great place to start finding information on a variety of pets and pet
topics. :

www.netvet.wustl.eduw/ssi.htm
NetVet from the Electronic Zoo. Find out about your favorite pet!

www.ipl.org/Youth
Click on “Animals” then “Pets” to find a great list of pet sites. Information about pets,
care, games, and clubs.

www.virtualdog.com .
Virtual Dog. This is the place to feed, walk, train, and otherwise enjoy the company of a
virtual doggie!

http:/sunsite.berkeley.eduw/KidsClick!/
Click on “Pets” to find information on gerbils, hamsters, amphibians, cats, dogs, and
more.

www.verybestpets.com
This site is presented by Friskies. Can enter either the cat or the dog site to
find out proper care of these favorite pets.
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September 2001

Dear Animal Lovers,

The Arizona Humane Society is honored to be part of this year's Arizona Reads
Program. We are delighted to provide some of our favorite humane education
components in a chapter especially created for use in libraries throughout Arizona.

Reading is critical to learning, and animal-related books can be highly effective in

_ reaching youth of various ages. We are proud to present a Humane Literature Checklist
in our chapter — a great tool in assessing story content for humane messages. We also
have provided lessons, activities and a Humane Bibliography of Children’s Literature
that we hope you find helpful.

During our 44 years of business, The Arizona Humane Society has facilitated many
programs and services across the state. Among these include; Educational Workshops,
Humane Heroes and Animals Across the Curriculum educational programs, Mobile
Spay/Neuter & Vaccination Clinic and natural disaster response interventions. This is
the first time, however, that we have been invited to include our humane education
lessons into a statewide curriculum. We are thrilled to have our educational materials
selected for use in this manual, and hope that you find the content fun, enlightening and
educational.

Kindly,

Ken White
President
Kimberly DeVault

Education Coordinator 7 9
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Humane Literature Checklist .

Children love animals; therefore, animal-related literature can make learning fun and
easy for kids of all ages!

The Arizona Humane society has compiled some of our favorite lessons for you to use with
your children. In this chapter, you will find lessons and a checklist that is especially help-
ful in assessing books for humane content. You will also find a Humane Bibliography in
this chapter. We encourage you to use the preselected books for your lessons. You may
assess other books you want to use. However, books that do not meet the checklist criteria
sometimes require open discussion about animal issues. Here is a guide to assessing litera-
ture for humane content/value.

T ARE YOU SHARING WITH YOUR STUDENTS?
Reading about animals is a great way for children to learn. There are many books avail-
able featuring animals. However, we may not be aware of the messages these stories con-
vey to children. As educators, we must be aware of inappropriate themes that may be
taken too seriously or out of context. Some books and stories successfully foster humane
values of compassion, respect and empathy, while others do not.

The checklist below will give you some tips on identifying humane material. When com-
pleting the checklist, do not immediately disqualify a book because some answers are “no.”
Some topics can lead to educational discussions with your students. Evaluate the book for
its overall theme.

1. Is the animal information correct? Yes No
2. Does the book discuss the needs of animals? Yes No
3. Is there respect for nature and its qualities? Yes No
4. Does the book show compassion towards animals and humans? Yes No
5. Is the book about animals at all? Yes No
6. Are animals shown in an anthropomorphic way? Yes No
(Animals showing human characteristics)
8. Is there acceptance of cultural differences? Yes No
9. Does the book speak about environmental conservation? Yes No
10. Do the visuals demonstrate appropriate behaviors around animals? Yes No
11. Is there cruelty toward animals in the text or visuals? Yes No
12. Does the book address issues for further discussion? Yes No

Further questions to consider:

1. What is the overall theme? What is the moral of the story?

2. Does the book contain specific features that make it a useful educational tool? Are
there detailed glossaries, captivating photos, or maps and other diagrams?

3. At what points in the book will you stop to elicit responses from the children?

4. What additional materials will you use to help the book “come alive?”

5. How can you use this book to enhance other activities and learning objectives in the
classroom?

Please remember, when assessing different books, do not immediately disqualify a book
because some answers are “no.” Some topics can lead to educational discussions with your ‘
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What is "Humane?”

Puzzle using words synonymous with the word, humane.

Can you find the humane words in this word search?
WoORD BANK:

Kind

Caring

Compassion

Loving

Nice

Gentle
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to people and animals.
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You Can Be a Humane Hero!
The Humane Hero Ribbon is designed to pro-
mote kind behaviors. Each child can decorate
their ribbon and librarians or parents can
reward them for their kind and humane deeds.

What is a Humane Hero?

A Humane Hero is caring, compassionate, coura-
geous, responsible, and respectful to people and
animals. :

How Do I Become a Humane Hero?

It’s easy! — just be kind to animals... and people!
You also can become a Humane Hero the fun
way!

1. Cut out the Humane Heroes Ribbon.
2. Write your name in the space at the top.

3. Decorate your ribbon and hang it up in an
important place where you can see it every-
day!

4. Each time you do a kind deed and show one
of the character traits on the ribbon, color in
the box by the word.

5. When you have filled in each box on your
ribbon, you are a Humane Hero!

6. After you have completed your ribbon, write
a story for The Arizona Humane Society
telling your favorite part of becoming a
Humane Hero. If you send your story to the
address below, you will get a Humane Heroes
Certificate!

7. Send Humane Hero stories to:
The Arizona Humane Society
9226 N. 13th Ave.

Phoenix, AZ 85021

82
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“Our Mission is to Build Healthy Relationships Between People and Animals™

Fun Reading with Animals!

Let’s Make Bookmarks!

Before we begin to actually read about animals, there are a few things that we are going to
need! One of the most important items is a bookmark to keep our place when we have to
take a break from our book. So, let’s make some really fun and cool bookmarks! On the
next two pages you will find some awesome bookmarks made especially for you. Color and
cut out the bookmark that you like best; as a matter of fact, decorate and use as many as
you wish! :

You can take these bookmarks home and give them to your parents or to your friends at
school to show everyone how you are spending your summer. The best thing about these
bookmarks is that they remind you about important things that your pets need: tags and
hugs!

CUT APART BOOKMARKS AFTER MAKING COPIES

83
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ARIZONA HUMANE SOCIETY

“Our Mission is {o Build Healthy Refati People and Animals™

Help Scruffy Get Home!

This educational lesson is used to log and write about the books children read from the
Arizona Humane Society bibliography.

A Reading Adventure

Scruffy got out of the backyard gate of his family’s home, and now he’s out on the streets
alone. His family did not put a collar and tag on him, and nobody knows where he lives.
Now, Scruffy is scared because there are many dangers to pets on the streets.

Can you help Scruffy find his way home?
Each time you read a book from our reading list, write the name of the book in the spaces
below. Each book you read brings Scruffy a little closer to home!

On the following page, you will find questions about the characters and stories you read.
Answer the questions as you finish the stories. Each book you read is a step closer to
Scruffy’s home! :

Make sure your pet can get home!
ALWAYS have a collar and tag on your cats and dogs!

88
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Scruffy’s Journey Home

In the blanks provided below, write the
names of the books that you read.
Start at the top with the first book and
work your way down to the bottom line
where Scuffy will reach Home Sweet
Home!!!

Book 1

‘ e Book 2

Book 3

Book 4

Book 5

Book 6

89
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1st Book Title:

Author (Who wrote the book?):
Were the animals treated kindly in the book?
Who were your favorite characters in the story?

2nd Book Title:

Author; (Who wrote the book?):
Were the animals treated kindly in the book? ‘
Who were your favorite characters in the story?

3rd Book Title:

Author: (Who wrote the book?):
Were the animals treated kindly in the book?
Who were your favorite characters in the story?

4th Book Title: »

Author: (Who wrote the book?):
Were the animals treated kindly in the book?
Who were your favorite characters in the story?

5th Book Title:

Author: (Who wrote the book?):
Were the animals treated kindly in the book?
Who were your favorite characters in the story?

6th Book Title:

Author: (Who wrote the book?):
Were the animals treated kindly in the book?
‘Who were your favorite characters in the story?

Favorite Book:
Why was this your favorite? ' 490
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TAG! You're It!

In this puzzle, children use jumbled letters to complete a sentence about responsible and
safe pet care. It also gives children the opportunity to think about other ways we can keep
our pets safe.

You can play tag with your pets!
But in this game, each time you tag a pet, you are showing how much you care!

Our pets don’t speak English or Spanish, so it’s very important to give your pet an identifi-
cation tag. Even if your cat or dog lives inside or stays in your yard, he could still get loose
by accident. You can purchase identification tags in pet supply stores or at your local
Humane Society or animal shelter. Sometimes, you can even get them free!

What are some ways to keep your pet safe?

Using the letters below, finish each sentence below. Mark an “X” over each letter you use.
h gdes arsatamueyolh

Keep your dogona __ __ _ _ __

Make sure your dogs & cats always wear an identification __

If your dog is outside, make sure he is kept in your
Keep your cat in your

L S

Can you think of any other ways to keep your pet safe?

(Answers: 1. leash; 2. tag; 3. yard; 4. house)

Remember, both dogs and cats need tags!
There are many dangers outside for pets, and we need to make sure they can make their
way home safely.
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Tag Fun!
This craft activity gives kids the chance to decorate a tag necklace for themselves and
sample tags with all of their information for their pets.

It is important for each pet to have a tag. You can even create your own tag and wear it
like a necklace!

. Make your tag:

1. Write your name, address and phone number on the front.

2. You can decorate the back with color/glitter or your own drawing.
3. Punch a hole in the top.

4. Using string to make your own necklace tag!

Make sample tags for your pets at home:

1. Write your pet’s name on the top line followed by your address and phone number.
2. Create and cut out a sample tag for each of your pets.

3. Paste each tag on the following worksheet.

4. Take this home to remind yourself to get real tags for each of your cats and dogs!

Your Name

Your Address

Your Phone #

Your Pet's Name

Your Address

Your Phone #

a2
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Tag Fun

I Love Pets!

Paste your sample pet tags onto this piece of paper. You can color and decorate around the
tags and you can even write a little story if you’d like! Take your tags home and remind
your family that every pet needs a tag!!

Please show you care — put tags on
your cats and dogs!

Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!
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EXTRA! EXTRA!
Read All About It!

As children read various books throughout your program, you can have them write about
the kind, humane characters they find in different stories.

Humane Heroes Are Everywhere!

- Humane Heroes are people who do kind deeds for animals... and people! They are caring,
compassionate, responsible, courageous and respectful.

Can you find examples of each of these characteristics in different books? How many story
characters can you find who deserve to be Humane Heroes?

Na@e of Book Kind of Character = What They Did
Caring:
Compassionate:
Responsible:
Courageous:
Respectful:

94
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‘ Humane Heroes
Take Care of Their Pets!

Animals need many different
things. The four most important
things your pets need are:

Feed your pets a balanced diet with
quality pet food.

Pets should not eat “people food.” Did
you know that chocolate is poisonous
to dogs?

ALWAYS
have plenty
of clean
water for

' your pets.

All pets need exercise. What
are some fun and safe ways
to play and exercise with
your pet?

’

Pets need love too!
Make sure you praise your pet when he/she does something good.

Q Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!
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How well do you take care of ‘ .

your pets? Follow the instruc-
tions below and let’s see what a
good pet owner you can be!

Sunday

After you read the instructions, ——————————— ———
tally your Pet Points on the
next page.

1. Cut out the Pet Points chart
on this page.

2. Hang the Pet Points chart
where you will see it every-

Saturday

>
day! (Maybe on the refrigera- D
tor!) =
3. Each time you give your pet
food, water, exercise or love, —— — —
give yourself a pat on the >
back and a Pet Point in each 3
box as you do the kind deed g
for your pet! =
4. At the end of the week, tally
your Pet Points. How well - |
can you do this week? S
0
C
©
U
2
e __
>
3"
o
wy
v
3
l_
| _ __
>
3]
©
C
o)
2
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‘ Pet Points

My pet needs food, water, exercise, and love every day!

My Pet’s Name:

Tally your pet points here:

My Pet Points for the week:

CONGRATULATIONS!
If you have more
than 24 Pet Points,
you were a
responsible pet
owner this week!
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“Your Pet

As you learned from the previous exercise, animals need food, water, exercise and love.
What else does your pet need? You can learn about your pet’s needs by reading books in

the library. See if you can find the information below in a good book about your pet.

What kind of pet(s) do you have?

What book(s) did you read about your pet?

What interesting things did you learn about your pet?

What things can your pet do that other animals cannot?

What do you love most about your pet? (You don’t need a book for this part!)

Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!
D-18
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Who Pays If We Don‘t Spay?!

Educational piece about the importance of having pets spayed/neutered.

When cats and dogs have babies, they can have three to ten babies in each “litter.” Today,
there are too many pets that do not have homes because people cannot take care of them
all. In order for people to care for all of the cats and dogs, everyone in the world would
need to have 45 cats and 15 dogs during their lives! That means everyone in your house
and in your neighborhood would have that many pets!

The Arizona Humane Society receives an average of 110 homeless animals at its north
Phoenix shelter every day! This shows us that pet overpopulation is a big problem! That is
why it is important to show your pets that you love them by taking them to a veterinarian
for an important operation that keeps them healthy, happy and “litter free!”

How many cats can one un-spayed female produce in 5 years?

% If one cat has 7 kittens...
o e W e

And those cats each have 7 kittens

- T T O T T

B B B B K
B B X B B
B B E B B
B B E B B

B B B E K HE

B B X BE B B

- - - N

&
]
]
2]
]
&
&
And those cats each have 7 kittens

In five years, one unspayed cat could produce 16,807 cats!

PRrROBLEM: Too many pets! People can’t take care of them.

SoLuUTION: Have your pet spayed or neutered!

Q Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!
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“Qur Mission is to Build Healthy Relationships Between People and Animals”

Pet Diary

This exercise gives children and young adults a chance to put themselves in their pet’s
shoes, or should I say, paws.

A Day In The Life Of

Your Pet’s Name Goes Here
How does your pet spend each day? If you were a pet in your family, what would you want
to do? What would be safe for you to do? What activities would you enjoy or dislike? In the
space below, describe what your best day would be like as a pet in your family.

What kind of pet are you?

My favorite day as a pet...

100
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Arizona Humane Society’s

Bibliography of Children’s Books
Alphabetical Order by Author

Auch, Mary Jane. The Latchkey Dog. Little, Brown & Company, 1994.
This story is about a boy who shows his mother that pet ownership means keeping an
animal for life. Sam proves to his mother that his dog is part of the family and that he
can be responsible. Unfortunately, instead of being a positive role model and working to
solve problems constructively and compassionately, Sam’s mother encourages the fami-
1y to get rid of the dog.
Ages 8-10

Breslow, S. & Blakemore, S. Sally. I Really Want a Dog. Dutton Children’s Books,

Penguin Books, 1990.
This book tells of a young boy who learns about the responsibilities of owning and car-
ing for a canine companion before he visits the animal shelter to find a pet.
Ages 3-8 :

Brown, Ruth. Our Cat Flossie. E.P. Dutton, 1986.
The author and illustrator of this book presents a very attractive, individual cat named
Flossie, who also beautifully and humorously represents the species as a whole. This is
an ideal picture book to introduce a discussion about cats, their characteristics, and

their needs.
Ages 1-5

Calhoun, Mary. Tonio’s Cat. Morrow Junior Books, 1996.
The theme of this book is solidly supported by the oil paintings it incorporates and the
Spanish/English translation of phrases throughout. A lonely boy, new to the neighbor-
hood in California, and a stray cat find each other; which leads both to a wider circle of
wonderful friends.
Ages 6-9

Calmenson, Stephanie. Shaggy, Waggy Dogs and Others. Clarion, 1990.
A children’s book on breeds of dogs, that ends with a visit to an animal shelter and the
adoption of a mixed-breed dog.
Ages 4-10

Calmenson, Stephanie. Rosie, A Visiting Dog’s Story. Clarion, 1994.
A true story of Rosie’s training to be a therapy dog and her visits to cheer up patients
at a children’s hospital and a nursing home.
Ages 6-10

Daniels, Lucy. Pony on the Porch. Barron’s Educational Series, Inc. 1996.
Part of the Animal Ark series, this book features heroine Mandy Hope, who tries to
save a pony from a well-intentioned, but misinformed, owner. Set in a modern-day
English country village, this book features appealing characters, a suspenseful narra-
tive, and a peek into the day-to-day challenges of a veterinary career.
Ages 8-12

Books and Pets: Our Friends f%rQixé!
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Daniels, Lucy. Sheepdog in the Snow. Barron’s Educational Series, Inc. 1996.
A wintertime story that incorporates all types of attitudes of people toward dogs.
Mandy Hope finds a sheepdog that has been left for dead on the side of the road and
nurses it back to health with the help of her parents.
Ages 8-12

Duel, Debra. William’s Story. Storytellers Ink, 1992.
This story illustrates how a cat struggles to survive when it’s family moves and leaves

him behind. This book teaches that animals also need loyalty and love.
Ages 7-9

Evans, Mark. ASPCA Pet Care Guide for Kids, Rabbit. Doring Kindersley, 1993.
Can a rabbit live happily in a house? This book will help teach everything one needs to

know about rabbits, from how to choose one to building an appropriate cage.
Ages 8 and Up

Felder, Deborah G. The Kids’ World Almanac of Animals and Pets. World Almanac, 1989.
A book of fascinating facts about animals, plus a -practical guide to pets and their care.
Ages 3 and Up

Fox, Paula. One-Eyed Cat. Bradbury Press, 1984.
Eleven-year-old Ned fires the air rifle that his uncle has given him for his birthday. He
has found it in the attic where his father had hidden it after forbidding Ned to use it.
He fires it just once, at a shadow in the garden. That “just once” seems to have been
enough to hit and blind a stray cat because, shortly after that, a one-eyed cat turns up
at a neighbor’s woodshed. For the rest of that year, Ned lives with his doubts, fears
and guilt, until he works through these emotions and finds peace with himself and his

family. A novel for children with a strong humane message.
Grades 6-8

Harrison, Troon. Aaron’s Awful Allergies. Kids Can Press, 1998.

Story about a little boy who has to give up a houseful of pets because of allergies.
Ages 4-9

Hazen, Barbara. Fang. Alladin Books, 1987.

This book can be used to talk about being careful around dogs who are frightened.
All Ages

Houk, Randy. Jasmine. Benefactory, Inc Fairfield, CT, 1993.
Story of abandoned cat.

Houk, Randy. Bentley And Blueberry. Benefactory, Inc., Fairfield, CT, 1993.
Story about pet abandonment.

Houk, Randy. Hope. Benefactory, Inc., 1995.
True story of pigs that wind up in a sanctuary instead of on a kitchen table.

Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!
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Jeschke, Susan. Lucky’s Choice. Scholastic, 1987.

Lucky, a well-fed housecat, has to choose between a clean, safe apartment life with a
human who doesn’t love him, or a life of freedom and possible danger and hunger with
his friend, a mouse named Ezra. One of the few “cat-and-mouse” picture books around
that carries a humane message.

Grade 2 -5

Kaufman, Dr. Les. Do Fishes Get Thirsty? Questions answered by Dr. Les Kaufman and

The Staff of the New England Aquarium. Watts, 1991.

Bright white, glossy paper makes a striking background for the clear photo and dia-
grams used in this selective roundup of aquatic creatures. The answers to often-asked
questions are straightforward with just enough elaboration to pique further curiosity.
The book also contains a glossary, a list of recommended readings and a plea for con-

servation.
Grades 3-5

Keller, Beverly. Only Fiona. Harper & Roa, 1988.

Ten-year-old Fiona, new in town, loves animals, but hasn’t yet found many children she
can really count on to be her friends. Over the summer, however, she starts finding
animals who need rescuing: a beetle, a frightened baby mouse, a hamster, a colony of
ants and a fish that has grown too big for its bowl. As she carries out her kind work, a
group of good friends begins to form around her. A funny, warm-hearted story.

Grades 3 - 7

King-Smith, Dick. The Invisible Dog. Crown Publishing, 1993.

-

This is an intriguing rendition of a familiar story. Janie wants a puppy and expresses
her wish through Henry, the invisible dog she imagines for herself. Janie shows great
responsibility for her imaginary pet, and in the end, through a series of coincidences,
gets the dog of her dreams. The reader understands that they will live happily ever
after because Janie has shown that she is able to provide love and care.

Krause, Uta. Pig Surprise. Dial Books for Young Readers, 1989.

A little girl called Nina finds out that pigs, though delightful animals, are not like
humans and have their own separate needs. This story could serve as a springboard
for some discussion about the needs of various animals and about how they are treated
by human beings. The extent of discussion of these issues could, of course, be deter-
mined by the level of the students.

Grades 2 -5

Kroll, Steven. Oh Tucker. Candlewick Press, 1998.

Book about a very destructive puppy whose family does not have the heart to discipline
him. This book can be used to show how necessary dog training is. May be fun to have
a dog trainer present when using this book.

All Ages

Kuklin, Susan. Taking My Dog to the Vet. Bradbury, Macmillan, 1988.

Take a trip to the veterinarian with Minal and her companion dog, Silver. Learn how
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to prepare for the visit and what to expect. This excellent book is sensitively pho-
tographed and explained.

Langen, Annette. Pippo, A Little Dog Finds a Home. Abbeville Press Publishers, 1995.
With delightful pictures by Sigrid and Sven Leberer, this book tells the story of Pippo,
an energetic and ultimately lucky little dog, who, as a pup, endures an unloving home
and then abandonment. A caring family finds him lost in the woods and takes him in.
The book captures the joys of everyday life in a loving family setting. The book also
features clever interactive fold-outs, as well as some information about responsible pet
care. However, Pippo, who wears a collar, does not wear a leash in some outdoor
scenes, which is generally not advisable.

Ages 7 and Up

Little, Jean. Lost and Found. Viking Kestrel, 1985.
Lucy’s family moves to another town and she is lonely and worried about finding new
friends, until she meets a little dog who may - or may not - be a stray. Her parents let
her keep him until they find his owner. When the owner turns up at the local animal
shelter and they are called in with the dog, Lucy is heartbroken. Then, at the shelter,
she finds a sad, small toy Pomeranian who needs cheering up even more than she does!
Could be integrated into a unit on pets/pet care.
Grades 4 - 6

Matthias, Catherine. I Love Cats. Children’s Press, 1983.
One of the happiest “Big Books” around and a delightful celebration of all animals, but

particularly the feline species.
Grades K - 3

Martin, Bengt & Friberger, Anna. Olaf the Ship’s Cat. Checkerboard Press, 1990.
Story of a cat accidentally lost and a family’s search.
Ages 4 -6

Marzollo, Jean & Pinkney, Jerry. Pretend You’re a Cat. Dial, 1990.
Cute book for pre-schoolers who can act out different behaviours of animals.
Preschool Age

Mellonie, Bryan & Ingpen, Robert. When a Pet Dies. Putnam, 1987.
Pet loss.
All Ages

Miller, Sara. Three Stories You Can Read to Your Cat. Houghton Mfflin, 1997.
Fun book that children can read to their cats.
Ages4-17

Moore, Inga. Six Dinner Sid. Aladdin, 1991.
Story of a neighborhood dog with six owners.
Grades K - 3
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‘ Marsden, Vince. Smutter. Brimax, 1997.

Another story of a very destructive puppy, much like Oh, Tucker, listed above. Smutter,
however, is a Dalmation, so this book gives humane educators a chance to discuss this
breed.

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Shiloh. A Yearling Book, Del Publishing, 1991.
This 1992 Newbery Medal winner features an 11-year-old boy named Marty who tries
to rescue a loveable beagle from an abusive neighbor. Interwoven in this riveting tale
are a number of thought-provoking dilemmas about animal protection and moral
choice. Readers will cheer for Marty and his heroic dedication to saving the beagle he
names Shiloh. Though this story has a happy ending, most readers will realize that
the outcome for many animals is not so fortunate. Absolutely first-rate!
Ages 10 and Up

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Shiloh Season. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1996.
Fans of Shiloh will love this equally gripping sequel that features a compelling mes-
sage about the importance of kindness in personality development. One caveat: read-
ers may want to note that it generally is not advisable to allow one’s companion animal
to run outdoors without supervision, nor should dogs be given triple fudge ice cream.
These are the only flaws in an otherwise powerful reading experience.
Ages 10 and Up '

This is a lively tale about a homeless dog named Murphy who gets into trouble while
on his daily scrounge for food. Although Murphy is the book’s central figure, the
author also makes a larger point about the foibles of human nature. Characters pass
hasty judgments, get carried away by the excitement of the moment and behave in a
fickle manner. This useful book could spark a discussion about how ignorance and fear
of unwanted animals can lead to misinformation and tragic endings. Black-and -white
pen-and-ink illustrations alternate with colored ones, subtly underlying the book’s
theme of changing perceptions.

Ages 5 -7

‘ Odom, Melissa W. A Medal for Murphy. Pelican Publishing Company, 1987.

Olson, Karla. My First Kitten. Andrews & McMeel, 1994.
This fun, informative book about a new feline friend is packed with facts, jokes and
even an L.D. tag for your animal. It will help any youngster learn about cats and how
to care for them.
Ages 5-10

Parrish, Peggy. Scruffy. Harper Trophy, 1988.
Great book about shelters. An “I Can Read” book.
Preschool Age

Polacco, Patricia. Tikvah Means Hope. Doubleday Dell, 1994.
Story of a Jewish family’s cat who gets lost in a disastrous fire.
Ages 7 and Up
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Pringle, Laurence. Naming the Cat. Walker, 1997.
A family has a hard time coming up with a name for a cat that strays into their life.
The book makes mention of “feral” cats and an interesting episode at the end has cat
visiting a classroom, getting scared and jumping out a window. Good to use if you have

animals visiting the classroom so children understand how to behave.
Grades 2 - 6

Roberts, Willo Davis. Eddie and the Fairy Godpuppy. Aladdin Books, Macmillan
Publishing, 1984.
This is a magical and heartwarming story of a young boy who befriends a puppy and

finds himself loved beyond his wildest dreams.
Ages 8- 10

Rogers, Fred. When a Pet Dies. Putnam, 1987.
Pet loss.

Rosen, Michael J. Kid’s Best Dog Book. Workman Publishing, 1993.
This practical, easy-to-understand book promotes the bond between children and dogs.

Chapters on dog language, handling and training are especially interesting.
Ages 8 - 12

Rosen, Michael J. Kid’s Best Field Guide to Neighborhood Dogs. Workman Publishing,
1993.
All purebred dogs are different. Some were bred to herd sheep, others to find missing
people. This book will help children understand both the physical and physiological

characteristics of many of the dogs they might meet.
Ages 8- 12

Rosen, Michael J. Speak! Children’s Book Illustrators Brag about Their Dogs. Harcourt,
Brace, 1993.
Forty-three children’s book illustrators present their personal experiences with dogs in
pictures, stories and poems. They convey a variety of impressions of dogs’ personalties,
along with tales of bravery, loyalty and friendship.
All Ages

Ryden, Hope. Your Dog’s Wild Cousins. Lodestar Books, 1994.
This wonderful book is especially educational for a child living with a companion ani-
mal. The author asks questions as a way of encouraging children to observe their dogs’
actions and discover similarities to their wild cousins. For instance, she asks “Does
your dog hear sounds that are inaudible to you,” while pointing out that coyotes can
hear the sound of their prey even under a snowbank. Photos of Ryden’s own dogs
invite readers to learn about animals through respectful observation and gentle play.
With glossary and index.
Ages 8 - 10

Rylant, Cynthia. The Bookstore Dog. Blue Sky/Scholastic, 1996.
Nice story of a well-loved dog.
Ages 3-9
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Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter & Tabby Pour Tea. Harcourt Brace, 1994.
Sweet relationship story of an older man and a cat.
Ages 3-9

Rylant, Cynthia. Cat Heaven. Blue Sky/Scholastic, 1997.
Comforting for both children and adults regarding pet loss.
All Ages

Rylant, Cynthia. Dog Heaven. Blue Sky/Scholastic, 1995.
Comforting for both children and adults regarding pet loss.
All Ages

Rylant, Cynthia. Henry and Mudge Take the Big Test. Bradbury, Macmillan Publishing,
1991.
A young boy named Henry lives with a spirited dog, Mudge. The mischievous dog chas-
es the neighbor’s cat, jumps on visitors and pesters Henry’s father while he mows the
lawn. A chance encounter with a well-trained dog inspires Henry and his family to
take Mudge to obedience school, which he completes successfully. The lesson for chil-
dren is that pets require proper training and care. This simple text, enhanced by
bright, colorful drawings, spells out the joys and responsibilities of having a pet.
Ages 6 - 8

Rylant, Cynthia. Henry and Mudge and the Happy Cat. Macmillan Publishing, 1990.
This is the eighth book in a series for young readers about a boy named Henry and his
big, lovable dog, Mudge. Henry and his family take in a cat who “looks like mashed
prunes.” In spite of his shabby appearance, the cat is embraced by all until a perma-
nent home is found. (In the story the cat is fed milk, although milk can cause gastric

distress 'in domestic felines.)
Ages 6 -9

Rylant, Cynthia. Henry and Mudge and the Wild Wind. Ready to Read Aladdin
Paperbacks, 1996.
This delightful paperback (12th in the series) follows Henry and his dog, Mudge, on
their adventures on the day of a big storm. Although Mudge is shown wearing a collar
and identification tag, he runs around outside without a leash. Adults may want to
caution against this as they discuss what is an exuberant book about the close relation-
ship between a child and his dog.
Ages 6 -9

Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter and Tabby Pour the Tea. Harcourt, Brace & Company, 1994.
Mr. Putter is a lonely old man who wants a pet to keep him company and listen to his
stories. He goes to the animal shelter and adopts an old yellow cat named Tabby, who
becomes his best friend. The story illustrates the value of companionship between pets

and older people. Exuberant illustrations.
Ages 6 - 10
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Samuels, Barbara. Duncan and Delores. Aladdin Books; Macmillan Publishing, 1989. '
Here is the story of a girl and her adopted cat, Duncan, whom she dresses in human
clothing and attempts to make perform tricks. At the heart of the matter is the girl’s
realization that the cat prefers gentler play.
Ages 4 -7

Suders, Marshall. Beautiful Joe. Storytellers Ink, 1990.
A North American classic dog story by a Canadian author, written a hundred years ago
and retold by Quinn Currie. The central character, a brown mutt called “Beautiful
Joe,” is based on a real dog, born in a stable in a small town in Maine, and abused by
his owner. He was rescued by a kind family and lived happily with them for more than
thirteen years. The author’s lifelong passion for kindness to animals glows throughout
this book.
Ages 9 -11

Seidel, Jennifer. Jaeger Finds a Family. Green Bark Press, 1992.
This book follows a dog’s quest to find someone to adopt him and love him for who he
is, not judging him by his appearance.
Ages 3-8

Seymour, Tres. Pole Dog. Orchard Book, 1993.
Sad story of a stray dog.
Ages 3-8

Sharmat, Majorie. I'm the Best. Holiday House, 1991.
A story about a dog with many homes.
Ages 4 -8

Spiotta-DiMare. Caesar: On Deaf Ears. Benefactory, Inc., 1997.
True story of a deaf dog who winds up at an animal shelter.
Ages 4 -9 '

Spooner, J.B. The Story of a Little Black Dog. Arcade Publishing, 1994.
This is a charming story of an orphaned puppy who is adopted hesitatingly by a crusty
old sea captain in Martha’s Vinyard, MA. The puppy wins the man’s heart and
becomes his close companion and, ultimately, a New England legend.
Ages 4 -8

Squire, Dr. Ann. 101 Questions and Answers about Pets and People. Macmillan Publishing,
-1988.
This excellent book for young adults contains questions and answers grouped in a logi-
cal, highly readable format. Filled with interesting information, it promotes responsi-
ble pet ownership. '
Ages 8 - 12

108

Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!

D-28



ARIZONA HUMANE SOCH:TY

“Qur Mission is to Build Healthy Relati ween People and A )

Strub. My Dog, My Sister And I. Tambourine Books, 1993.
From a six-year-old’s point of view, this book compares a puppy and a baby sister, grow-
ing up.
Ages 5-17

Taylor, Livingston. Can I Be Good. Gulliver, 1993.
Story of a golden retriever who misbehaves. This book can be used to help explain the

importance of training and responsible ownership.
Ages 5-10

Viorst, Judith. The Tenth Good Thing About Barney. Aladdin, 1971.
Pet loss.
All Ages

Waber, Bernard. Rich Cat, Poor Cat. Scholastic.
This picture book tells the story of two very different cats, a rich one who has a doting
human owner and a poor stray, who thinks his name is “Scat.” This story is excellent

for use in a whole language/Big Book unit, or for discussion of stray animals.
Grades K - 3

Wiesner, David. Hurricane. Clarion Books, 1983.
Factual test and black and white photos of Santa Monica Animal Shelter.
All Ages

Wilhelm, Hans. I’ll Always Love You. Crown, 1985.
Pet loss.
All Ages

Wolff, Ashley. Only The Cat Saw. Dodd, Mead & Co., 1985.
Vividly realistic pictures illustrate what the cat saw at night that human beings

missed out on and what the cat missed by sleeping during the day.
Grades K - 3
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ACTIVITIES

@ Age-Adaptable Programs and Activities

These special events may be kick-off or closing events, or simply special events in the
course of your ARP. Feel free to host all-age affairs or adapt for a specific age range.

This year, young adults in particular may be interested in attending or even volunteering
to help organize and supervise these events, because the love of pets has no age limit.

In addition to activities in this chapter consider presentations, demonstrations, and
incentive prizes that may be solicited from local animal organizations such as:
Animal groomers - for demonstrations

Animal rescue organizations - for visiting animal with human rescuer

Animal sanctuaries - visiting animal with human sponsor

Animal shelters - see Presenter Resource section for educational outreach programs
Animal therapy programs - visits by animals trained for pet therapy
Handi-Dogs - for demonstrations

Local 4-H club - for demonstrations

Local county fairs - for incentive tickets as well as demonstrations

Pet supply stores - for prizes as well as pet care information

Veterinarian offices - pet care demonstrations

GENERAL PROGRAM IDEAS;

Here are some wonderful ideas that can be utilized during the reading program with any

age. These programs will keep your ARP full of fun and encourage the youth to be more
‘ involved in their community and in the program. Don’t forget the young adults in your

community. They can assist you with many of the programs.

Here are some ideas to get you started:

® (Create an essay contest about their favorite animal book or their pets.

® Customize pet record books/journals, including pictures, drawings, birth dates, shots,
baths, and other notes.

® Hold a pet show or parade at the library or
a community park. Don’t forget to
encourage “poop-scoop” techniques.
You could even use stuffed animals
and toys for very young children!

® C(Create a wall of pets using photos
collected from your patrons.

® Host a gallery of pet draw-
ings...these could be real or
imaginary.
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ACTIVITIES

Adopt a Pet

“Adopt” a stuffed puppet pet(s) and use a journal and maybe some photos to keep track of
all of the fun things the library pet does. Return the pet
after an allotted time (possibly one week) and the next child
who adopts the pet, can keep track of their experience in the
same journal. At the end of your reading program have a big
presentation, displaying the pet(s) along with their travel
journals and sharing their experiences with their “adopted”
children. You may want to give away the pet(s) at the end of
the program through a drawing or a lottery. (Preschool and
School-age)

Pet Food Drive
Why not organize a pet food drive? (Ages 6 and up)

The number of stray and lost animals tends to increase during the summer months. Just
like human food banks, animal shelters can run out of supplies for the animals that are
brought to them.

Work with school age children to create colorful posters and signs asking for donations of
food, litter, toys, leashes (most shelters have volunteers who come in to walk the dogs), and
old blankets and towels.

Set up a central collection spot somewhere in your library where the donations can be
dropped off. Use a decorated cardboard box or a plastic trash bin with appropriate signage.

Get teens or older school-age children to sort through the donations each week (separating
dog items from cat items, food from toys and litter, etc.).

At the end of the Reading Program, all donated items can be taken to your local shelter.

IKE THIS IDFE F HER...

Enlist the support of local pet stores and veterinarians. Ask them to have donation boxes
and posters in their offices or stores. You can even give them “Books and Pets” bookmarks
to hand out. A win-win situation for all!
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ACTIVITIES

. Stray Animal Rescue Kit

Even the best cared-for pet can get separated
from its family. You can be prepared if you find a
lost pet by putting together this rescue kit. Ages
6 and Up.

MATERIALS:

Cardboard pet carrier or medium-sized card-
board box with top flaps

Paints or markers

Glue

Optional: pet images from magazines, stickers

DIRECTIONS:

1. Start out with a medium-size pet carrier. You
can usually find these at your local Humane Society or sometimes they are available at
the veterinarian’s office. If you cannot find a pet carrier, you can use any cardboard box
that has a closeable top.

RESCUE K (T

2. If using a box, cut out breathing holes. This needs to be done by an adult or teen helper.

3. Decorate your carrier with stickers, pet pictures from magazines, or create your own
designs.

. 4. Now it’s time to stock your Rescue Kit. Good items to include are:

Leash and collar

Small bags of cat and dog food

Dog & cat treats

Towels

Gauze or strips of cloth (in case the animal is bleeding)

Cotton gloves

Prepackaged moist wipes

Phone number of your local animal shelter or the animal control number of your local
police department.

Once your Rescue Kit is stocked, keep it in an easily accessible place in your home, or in
the family car.

DiscLAIMER: This kit is not designed for seriously injured animals; alike, it is not designed for
animals that look as if they are dangerous or carrying a disease. Please use caution in deciding
* . ' when and where to use this Kkit.
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ACTIVITIES

Pet Gallery
Ages 5 and Up.

MATERIALS:

Photographs of pets

Colorful paper or poster board
Magazine pictures of pets
Optional: Pet Fact Sheet

DIRECTIONS:
1. Invite children to bring in a photo of their pets for display
in the library. Frame photos on colorful paper or poster
board. You might offer a contest and award prizes in such cat-
egories as “Cutest Pet,” “Biggest Pet,” “Smallest Pet,” and “Most
Unusual Pet.” For children who do not have pets, let them cut
out pictures of pets they might like to have and post as well.

2. List winners and their photos in your library newsletter or submit them to the local
newspaper.

3. Make sure to get the complete name and mailing address for the pets so photos can be
returned if not picked up at the end of the program.

4. As an option, ask the children, with their parent’s help, to fill out a pet fact sheet (sam-
ple follows) to post with the photographs.

Facts About My Pet

Pet’'s Name

What Kind of Animal?

How 0Old?

Favorite Food

My Pet’s Tricks

Funny Things My Pet Does

What | Do to Take Care of My Pet
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‘ How to Keep a Pet Journal

Every single day your pet will change in some way no matter if you get them when they
are a baby or when they are full-grown! The way they act, eat, sleep, and even the way
they walk will change. By keeping a pet journal, you will be able to go back and see some
of the new, crazy ways that your favorite pet has changed so much. Ages 7 and Up.

MATERIALS:

Folder (any color) with brads

Divider sheets

Notebook paper

Bright-colored pens or crayons

Clear tape

Decorative items, such as stickers, glitter, pictures, etc.

DIRECTIONS:
1. Decorate your folder. Feel free to be very creative. Don’t for-
get to put your pet’s name on the front!

2. Set up folder with 10-15 pieces of notebook paper between
each divider.

3. Label the the dividers to organize important events in your pet’s life.
‘ 4. Here are some ideas for your sections:

Great Beginnings: How did you get your pet? Do you know their birthdate
or any details about their early life? If you have adoption papers or other
information, you may want to keep it here.

Looking Good: What does your pet look like? Keep track of height, weight,
color of eyes and other descriptions. You may want to include photos or
drawings in this section.

Memories: How has your pet impacted your life? What things do you like to
do together? You may want to let friends and family members write their
special memories or thoughts about your pet here.

Healthy Living: You may want to keep shot or other veterinary visit infor-
mation here. Also, what do you do to keep your pet healthy? Include feeding
information, exercise, and more.

A pet’s presence has a lasting impact on a child’s life. This keepsake journal/folder could be

a delightful memory far into the future. Consider doing this project, then reading the book
or watching the video of My Dog Skip by Willy Morris.
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Songs and Plays

Here are some songs and plays to get you started. They are listed in age order (younger to

older).

Five Kittens
(A finger play) Ages Pre-K.

My kitten pets must go to bed,

The little kitten owner said.

But I will count them first to see

If they have all come home to me.

One kitten, two kittens, three kittens dear

Four kittens, five kittens - yes, all are here.

They are the cutest kittens alive -
My kittens, one, two, three, four, five.

Little Friends
(A finger play) Ages Pre-K.

Little black bunny in your hutch,
I love you so very much.
With fuzzy tail and ears that flop,
Off you go - hippity hop.

Tiny yellow duck with a fuzzy back,
I can hear you,

Quackity, quack.

Swimming in the lake nearby,

Off you fly off to the sky.

If | Were...
(An action rhyme) Ages Pre-K.

If I were a pup,
I'd have four paws to run and play.

If I were a fish,
I'd have fins to swim all day.

If I were a cat,
I'd purr and purr just so.

If I were a tortoise,
I'd move so very s-1-0-0-w.

But I'm just little me,
I have two legs, can’t you see?
And I'm as happy as I can be!
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(Hold up hand extend fingers)
(Point to fingers)

(Point to each finger)

(Point to each finger again)

(Hold up fist, two fingers extended)
(Nod head)

(Wiggle extended fingers)

(Make bunny hop)

(Hold palms together)

(Open and shut hands to “quack”)
(Make swimming motions)
(Flap arms)

(Down on all four hands and feet)

(Hands at side - make swimming
motions)

(Stroke forearm and purr)

(Walk slowly)

(Point to self)
(Point to legs)
(Big smile!)
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‘ Bunny Bo
(Sung to “The Hokey Pokey”) Ages Pre-K.
DIRECTIONS:
1. Gather children in a circle and ask them if they know the familiar “Hokey Pokey” song.

Review the song briefly for any who do not know it.

2. Ask the children to hold their hands up on each side of their head to create “ears.”

3. Sing together, following the directions in the song.
SONG; /o
You put your bunny ears in, (Tip head down) ///Q
You put your bunny ears out, (Tip head up) 2
You put your bunny ears in, ' (Tip head down) ¥
Then you hop and flop about (Hop around) RN
You wiggle and you jiggle (Wiggle and turn around) N 5
And you turn yourself around.
Let’s do the bunny hop! (Hop in time to the song)
This verse may be repeated, substituting other bunny body parts for ears, such Y
as nose, paws, toes, and tail.
‘ Spring Babies
(Sung to “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) Ages Pre-K.
Baby bunny in your hutch, (Hold up hands on either side of head
How I like you very much, to form “ears”)
With furry coat and ears that flop,
And a little hop, hop, hop. (Hop around)
Baby duck with feathery back, (Hold palms together)
I can hear you quack, quack, quack, (Open and close hands to “quack”)
You swim in the pond nearby, (Make swimming motions)
Soon you’ll fly up to the sky. (Flap arms)
Fluffy little yellow chick, (Hold arms to side, flap like tiny
wings)
You’ll grow up so very quick, - (Peck palm with fingers held
together)
Pecking here and pecking there, Cheeping, cheeping everywhere.

(Make cheeping noises)
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My Puppy

(An action poem) Ages Pre-K.

ACTIVITIES

(Ask the children to become talented puppies, as you recite this poem:)

My puppy is quite amazing

And tricks, he knows quite a few.
Now let me show you my puppy,
And some of the tricks he can do.

Puppy, puppy, watch when I say go,
Puppy, puppy, wag your tail just so.
Wag, wag, wag, wag,

Wag your tail just so.

Puppy, puppy, watch when I say go,

Puppy, puppy, sniff your nose just so.

Sniff, sniff, sniff, sniff.

Sniff your nose just so.

Puppy, puppy, watch when I say go,
Puppy, puppy, bark just so.

Bark, bark, bark, bark,

Bark just so.

Puppy, puppy, watch when I say go,
Puppy, puppy, sit up just so.

Sit, sit, sit, sit,

Sit just so.

Puppy, puppy, watch when I say go,
Puppy, puppy, jump up high just so.
Jump, jump, jump, jump,

Jump up high just so.

Good puppy!
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(Hold arm behind back to form tail)
(Wag tail)

(Point to nose)
(Sniff!)

(Point to mouth)
(Bark!)

(Point to hands)
(Hold up hands as “paws” and
sit up as a puppy would)

(Point to legs)
(Jump!)

(Give yourself a pat!)
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Ladybug Pet Activity

Ages 4 -6

MATERIALS:

Colored-paper leaves (red, green, yellow, and blue)

Scissors
Optional: Ladybug shape or puppet

DIRECTIONS:

ACTIVITIES

1. Cut out several leaf shapes from red, green, yellow, and blue paper.

2. Spread them on the floor, or ask the children to help you drop the leaves around.

3. Tell the children that they will become an insect pet, or a ladybug, as they follow the

directions in the song.

Ladybug, Ladybug

(Sung to Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear)

Ladybug, ladybug, fly around.
Ladybug, ladybug, touch the ground.
Ladybug, ladybug, scratch your head.
Ladybug, ladybug, land on red.

Ladybug, ladybug, fly around.
Ladybug, ladybug, touch the ground.
Ladybug, ladybug, shine your wings.
Ladybug, ladybug, land on green.

Ladybug, ladybug, fly around.
Ladybug, ladybug, touch the ground.
Ladybug, ladybug, wiggle like Jello.
Ladybug, ladybug, land on yellow.

Ladybug, ladybug, fly around.
Ladybug, ladybug, touch the ground.
Ladybug, ladybug, tie your shoe.
Ladybug, ladybug, land on blue.

Ladybug, ladybug, fly around.
Ladybug, ladybug, touch the ground.
Ladybug, ladybug, don’t you frown.
Ladybug, ladybug, sit right down.

(Fly around)

(Touch ground)

(Scratch head)

(Find a red leaf and step on it)

(Fly around)

(Touch ground)

(Rub arms)

(Find a green leaf and step on it)

(Fly around)

(Touch ground)

(Wiggle around)

(Find a yellow leaf and step on it)

(Fly around)

(Touch ground)

(Touch shoe)

(Find a blue leaf and step on it)

(Fly around)
(Touch ground)
(Smile)

(Sit down)

(Optional: Ask the ladybugs to help you collect the leaves after the song is done. You
might ask them to find the leaves for you by colors.)
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My Pet Mice
(A finger play) Ages Pre-K.

Where are my pet mice?
Hiding in a nest.

One peeks out.

Where are all the rest?
One is sleepy.

One is snappy.

One is hungry.

And the last one is happy.

All are here and very much alive.

My pet mice - one, two, three, four, five!

I’'m a Little Cat

ACTIVITIES

(Sung to I'm a Little Teapot) Ages Pre-K.

I'm a little cat,
Soft and furry.

I'll be your friend,

So don’t you worry.

Right up on your lap I like to hop,
I'll purr, purr, purr

And never stop!

The Pig

(Sung to Camptown Races) Ages Pre-K.

The pig rolls in the mud all day,
Oink-oink, oink-oink.

That is what he likes to say,
Oink-oink-oink-oink-oink.
Curly tail that grows.

Pudgy little nose.
Mud is where he likes to be,
And it really shows.

[
A

(Look all around)

(Hold left fist in right hand)

(Left pinkie pops up)

(Look all around)

(Left ring finger pops up)

(Left middle finger pops up and
snaps)

(Pointer pops up)

(Left thumb pops up and wiggles)
(Hold up five fingers)

(Point to each finger as you count)

(Hold up forearm)
(Stroke forearm, feeling the cat’s
“fur”)

(Shake head, “No”)
(Pat your lap)

(Purr!)

(Roll one arm over the other)
(Oink!)

(Oink!)

(Curl pointer finger and place on
back)

(Point to nose)

(Splash in the mud)

120

Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!

E-10




ACTIVITIES

‘ The Little Kittens
Ages Pre-K.

MATERIALS:

Little kittens pattern

Paper or felt

Scissors

Optional: Crayons or colored markers
Black fine point marker

The Little Kittens by Eliza Lee Follen

DIRECTIONS:
1. Copy and cut out the pattern below and on the next page. Use these patterns to trace

the shapes on felt. In lieu of a felt design, you may opt to photocopy the pattern and color.

2. If using felt pieces, add details with the fine point black
marker. With the paper version, laminate and add
Velcro to the back.

3. Place each pattern piece on the
flannel board as you read The
Little Kittens by Eliza Lee Follen.

4. Feel free to add additional pieces to
. help tell the story.
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ACTIVITIES

Five Little Puppy Dogs

(Activity and Poem) Ages 4 - 6

MATERIALS:

Puppy pattern

Paper or felt

Scissors

Optional: Crayons or colored markers
Black fine point marker

DIRECTIONS:

1. Copy and cut out the puppy dog pattern (which follows). Use this pattern to trace the
shapes on felt. In lieu of a felt design, you may opt to photocopy the pattern and color
instead.

2. If using felt pieces, add details with the fine point black marker. With the paper version,
laminate and add Velcro to the back.

3. Place each puppy on the flannel board as you share the following poem.

Five Little Puppy Dogs

(Poem to read aloud) Ages 4 - 6

Five little puppy dogs (Five puppies on flannel board)
Sitting by the door,

Mommy called one puppy home,

Then there were four. (Remove one puppy)

Four little puppy dogs

Running around a tree,

One stopped to dig a bone,

Then there were three. (Remove one puppy)

Three little puppy dogs

Playing with a shoe,

One went to chase a cat

Then there were two. (Remove one puppy)

Two little puppy dogs

Having so much fun.

One went to take a nap

Then there was one. (Remove one puppy)

One little puppy dog

Sitting in the sun,

He went inside the house .

Then there were none. ’ (Remove last puppy)
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The Very Hungry Dog

(A flannel board poem) Ages 4 - 7

MATERIALS:

Hungry dog patterns

Scissors

Paper

Plastic resealable bag

Optional: Crayons or colored markers

1. Enlarge the greedy dog pattern (which follows) on your photocopier and cut it out. You
may wish to laminate this piece for durability. Add Velcro to the back of the dog for use on

the flannel board.

2. Attach the plastic bag, open side up, to the dog’s stomach. The bag will hold the rest of
the pieces.

3. Copy and cut out the rest of the patterns (which follow). You may wish to color the pat-
terns with crayons or markers. If desired, laminate the paper pieces and add Velcro to the
back.

4. Place each piece in the dog’s “stomach” (the plastic bag) as you recite the poem.

The Very Hungry Dog

Do you believe this dog will eat anything? (Show dog)
Apple cores and bacon fat, (Place pieces in bag as they are
named)

Milk you poured out for the cat.
Can you believe that he’d drink that?
Save the things that you love most...
Because he relishes buttered toast.
Hide your goodies! He’s a thief,

He’ll even eat your handkerchief.
And if you don’t like sudden shocks,
Don’t forget to hide your socks.
Leave your soup without a 1id?

Soon you’ll wish you never did.
Don’t you think he must be full?
Look! He’s gobbling bits of wool,
Orange peels or paper bags,

Feather duster and cleaning rags.

This dog will eat anything,
Except for mushrooms and cucumbers. (Start to place in bag, then throw out)
I guess he’s not very hungry any more.

FoLLOW THROUGH:; Ask group what foods they don’t like.
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Hungry Dog Pattern
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‘ Baby Animal Hunt
(A flannel board song) Ages 4 - 7

MATERIALS:
Baby animal patterns

Scissors

Paper

Paper bag

Optional: Crayons or colored markers

DIRECTIONS:

1. Enlarge the baby animal pieces (below) on your photocopier and cut them out. You may
wish to color them with crayons or markers and laminate them for durability. Add Velcro
to the back of each piece for use on the flannel board.

2. Place each piece on the flannel board and sing the song. As you capture each animal,
drop it in the paper bag.

3. When ybu let the animals go, pull them from the paper bag and place them on the flan-
nel board again.
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A Searching We Will Go
(Sung to A Hunting We Will Go) Ages 4 - 7

A searching we will go,

A searching we will go.
We'll find a little bunny,
And put him in a bag.
And then we’ll let him go.

A searching we will go,
A searching we will go.
We'll find a little chick,
And put her in a bag.
And then we’ll let her go.

A searching we will go,

A searching we will go.
We’ll find a little kitten,
And put him in a bag.
And then we’ll let him go.

A searching we will go,
A searching we will go.
We’ll find a little snake,
And put her in a bag.
And then we’ll let her go.

A searching we will go,

A searching we will go.
We'll find a little puppy,
And put him in a bag.
And then we’ll let him go.

A searching we did go,

A searching we did go.

We found lots of animals
And put them in a bag.
And now we’ll let them go!

(Put bunny in bag)

(Put chick in bag)

(Put kitten in bag)

(Put snake in bag)

(Put puppy in bag)

(Take out all animals and replace
on flannel board)
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Peter’s Pet
(A Flannel Board Story Adapted from I Went Walking by Sue Williams) Ages 4 - 7

MATERIALS:
Animal patterns

Child pattern
Paper

Scissors

Crayons or markers

DIRECTIONS:
1. Photocopy the animal and child patterns (which follow) and decorate them with crayons
or markers. You may wish to laminate them for extra durability.

2. Add Velcro to the back of the pieces.

3. Place pieces on flannel board as directed by the story, “walking” the child forward as the
animals join him in a line.

Peter’s Pet
(A Demonstrative Story) Ages 4 - 7

This is Peter. (Place child on board)

He loves animals, but he has no pet of his own.

So, one day, Peter decides to take a walk to see

if he can find an animal to bring home.

Can you help Peter find a pet?

When Peter says, “I go walking,” can you say, “What do you see?”

(Encourage audience to respond, “What do you see?”)

“I see a yellow giraffe looking at me.” (Place giraffe next to child)
“I go walking.”

“What do you see?”

“I see a gray hippo looking at me.” (Place hippo next to child)
“I go walking.”

“What do you see?”

“I see a brown monkey looking at me.” (Place monkey on board)
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“I go walking.”

“What do you see?”

“I see a white rabbit looking at me.”

“I go walking.”

“What do you see?”

“I see an orange lion looking at me.”

Look at how many animals are following Peter!
Which animal would be the best pet for him?
Does he have a house tall enough for a giraffe?
(Audience says, “No.” - Remove giraffe)

Does he have a yard big enough for a lion?
(Audience says, “No.” - Remove lion)

Does he have a river wide enough for a hippo?
(Audience says, “No.” - Remove hippo)

Does he have enough trees for a monkey?
(Audience says, “No.” - Remove monkey)

What animal is left?

Would this make a good pet for Peter?

(Audience says, “Yes.” - Move rabbit close to child)

(Place rabbit on board)

(Place lion on board)

(Point to the animals)

(Point to rabbit)

You’re right! The rabbit was exactly what Peter wanted for a pet!
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Peter’s Pet
Patterns

ACTIVITIES
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. The Kitty That Wouldn't Meow
(An Interactive Play) Ages 4 - 8

Narrator: Miranda was a very smart kitty, but she wouldn’t meow. Miranda’s
mom was worried. One day she told Miranda:

Mom: “Please meow Miranda.”

Miranda: “Quack.”

Mom: “Oh no, cats go meow, and ducks go quack.”

Narrator: So she didn’t ask her to meow for the rest of the day.
The next day she said:

Mom: “Please meow Miranda.”

Miranda: “Woof”

Mom: “Oh no, cats go meow, and dogs go woof.”

Narrator: So she didn’t ask her to meow for the rest of the day.
On the third day she said:

. Mom: “Please meow Miranda.”

Miranda: “Neigh.”

Mom: “Oh no, cats go meow and horses go neigh.”

Narrator: Then Miranda sneezed and out came a duck.

Miranda: “Achoo.”

Narrator: Then Miranda sneezed harder and out came a dog.

Miranda: “ACHoo!”

Narrator: Then before her Mom could say anything She sneezed again.

This time it was a really, really, really, big sneeze.

Miranda: “ACHOO!!"”
Narrator: Then out came a horse.
Mom: “What now Miranda?”
. Miranda: - “MEOW”
Q Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!
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Kitty Patterns
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Miranda Kitty
Pattern
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Miranda's'
Mother and
Dog Patterns
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Bark, George!
(A Play from the Book by Jules Feiffer) Ages 4 - 7

Props:

Bandana or scarf (for George’s Mother)
Dog collar (for George)
Long glove (for the vet)
Collar for cat,

Bill for duck,

Bib for pig

Bell for cow

String or ribbon
Optional:

Crayons or markers
Elastic string

Clear package tape

DIRECTIONS:
1. Photocopy the collar and bill patterns (which follow). You may wish to ask some children

to help decorate the collars with crayon or markers. You may also wish to laminate the
props to make them more durable.

2. Punch holes in either side of the duck’s bill and tie a length of string through each hole.
You may wish to secure the knots on the underside of the bill with a piece of clear package
tape. Another option is to use elastic string, knotted on both sides of the bill to keep it in
place.

3. Invite seven children to take an animal part in the play, and a group of other children to
play the part of the crowd.

Bark, George!
(An Interactive Play) Ages 4 - 7

(The play begins with the Narrator, George and George’s Mother on stage.)
Narrator: This is the story of a puppy named George (George waves) and

his very proud mother (George’s mother). One day, George’s
mother said:

Mother: “Bark, George.”

Narrator: But George went:

George: “Meow.”

Narrator: But George’s mother knew that cats go “Meow,”

and dogs go “Arf.” So, she said:

Books and Pets: Ourlr@r&s for Life!
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Mother:
Narrator:
George:

Narrator:

Mother:
Narrator:
George:

Narrator:

Mother:
Narrator:
George:

Narrator:

(Enter Vet)
Narrator:
Vet:
Narrator:
George:

Narrator:

Narrator:
Cat:
Narrator:

Vet:

ACTIVITIES

“Bark, George.”

But George went:
“Quack-quack.”

But George’s mother knew that ducks go “Quack-quack,” and
dogs go “Arf” So, she said:

“Bark, George.”
But George went:
“Oink.”

But George’s mother knew that pigs go “Oink,” and dogs go
“Arf” So, she said:

“Bark, George.”

But George went:

“MOO,”
But George’s mother knew that cows go “Moo,” and dogs go ‘
“Arf” She was worried that George might be sick, so she took

him to the vet.

The vet put on a long glove (Vet pulls on glove) and said:
“Bark, George.”
George went:

“Meow.”

The vet reached deep down inside of George (Vet reaches
toward George’s mouth) and pulled out...(Cat pops up)

...a cat!
“Meow!”
The vet said:

“Bark, George.”
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Narrator:

George:

Narrator:

Narrator:

Duck:

Narrator:

Vet:

Narrator:

George:

Narrator:

Narrator:

Pig:

Narrator:

Vet:

Narrator:

George:

Narrator:

Narrator:

Cow:

Narrator:

Vet:

Narrator:

ACTIVITIES

George went:

“Quack-quack.”

The vet reached deep, deep down inside of George
(Vet reaches toward George’s mouth) and pulled out...
(Duck pops up)

...a duck!

“Quack-quack!”

The vet said:

“Bark, George.”

George went:

“Oink.”

The vet reached deep, deep, deep down inside of George
(Vet reaches toward George’s mouth) and pulled out...
(Pig pops up)

...a pig!

“Oink!”

The vet said:

“Bark, George.”

George went:

“Moo.”

The vet reached deep, deep, deep, deep down inside of George
(Vet reaches toward George’s mouth) and pulled out...
(Cow pops up)

...a cow!

“Moo!”

The vet said:

“Bark, George.”

And George went
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George:

Narrator:

Narrator:
Narrator:
Narrator:

Narrator:

ACTIVITIES

“A_I‘f”

Well, George’s mother was so happy that she kissed the vet...
(Mother kisses the vet)

...and the cat...(Mother kisses the cat)
...and the duck...(Mother kisses the duck)
...and the pig...(Mother kisses the pig)

...and the cow.(Mother kisses the cow)

(Vet, Cat, Duck, Pig and Cow exit as Crowd enters)

Narrator:

Mother:
Crowd:
Narrator:
Mother:
Narrator:

George:

On the way home George’s mother wanted to show her puppy
off to all the people on the street.

(to Crowd) “Do you know what my puppy can say”?
(to Mother) “What can he say?”
George’s mother said...

“Bark, George.”

" And George went:

“Hello!”

T h e E nd
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Pet Riddles

Ages 7 and Up

Q: Do you know what cats can have but dogs can’t?
A: Kittens.

Q: Which side of a cat has the most fur?
A: The outside.

Q: Why does your dog always scratch himself in the same place?
A: Because that’s where it itches!
Q: What do dogs and trees have in common?

A: Their bark.

Q

: When is the best time to take your pet lion for a walk?
: Any time he wants to go!

Dpe ne
>

: How do cats shop?
: From a CAT-A-Log!

Why did the cowboy buy a dachsund?
He wanted to get a long little doggy.

Henry: I have a pet mouse that squeaks all day.
Larry: Why don’t you oil it?

y 899

First Dog: My master calls me “Fido,” what does your master call you?
Second Dog: He calls me “Sitboy!”

Dick: Hey, your dog just bit my ankle.
c Rick: What did you expect?
(]

He’s a small dog, and can’t reach any higher.
-
g Jack: My dog is worth $5,000.
0 Mack: How can a dog save that much money?
0

Boy: If I say, “Come here, Doggy,” will your dog come to me?
‘; Girl: Nope.

00‘ Boy: Why not?

1))

Girl: Because his name’s Ralph!
)
9 Teacher: Name four members of the cat family.
.‘—0‘ Susie: Mother, father, sister, and brother.
()}
g

Veterinarian: Has your cat ever had any fleas?
» Cat Owner: No, just kittens.
b

Dan: My parents just bought me a bird for a pet.
0
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Jan: What kind is it?

Dan: A keet.

Jan: You mean a parakeet.

Dan: No, they only bought me one!

Hank: I took my dog to a movie yesterday, but he didn’t want to stay.
Frank: Why not?
Hank: He thought the book was better!

Marty: My mom can’t stand my pet duck.
Arty: Why not?
Marty: He’s a wise quacker.

Knock-Knock.

Who's there?

Beagles.

Beagles who?

Beagles with cream cheese.

Snock, Knodk. "What did the frog
ARF. ' \ say to the librarian?"
Arf who? ~ "Read-it, read-it"

Arfly glad to meet you!

Some of these jokes and riddles were adapted from 101 Animal Jokes Guaranteed to Make
You Howl by Sam Schultz, pictures by Joan Hanson. Lerner Publications Company,
Minneapolis, 1982. Other good laughs come from Old Turtles’s 90 Knock-Knocks, Jokes, and
Riddles by Leonard Kessler, Greenwillow Books, New York, 1991 and Kids Funniest Knock-
Knocks by Charles Keller. Sterling Publishing Co., Inc. New York, New York 2000.
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Games and Puzzles

The games and puzzles in this section progress by age (younger to older)

Baby Animal Movement Game
Ages 4 -6

MATERIALS:

Baby animal card patterns
Paper

Scissors

Optional:

Crayons or markers

Clear self-stick paper

DIRECTIONS:
1. Photocopy the baby animal card patterns (which follow) and cut them out.

2. If desired, ask the children to color the cards with crayons or markers.

3. You may wish to cover the cards with clear self-stick paper for durability, or laminate
them for extra durability.

4. To play the game, place the cards face down.
5. Ask a child to select one of the cards.

6. Have your children name the baby animal on the card and then pretend to be that
animal.

7. Repeat until each child has had a turn selecting a card.
8. Optional: Select a card yourself, without showing it to the children. Then, make the ani-

mal movement yourself and see if the children can guess which animal you are pretending
to be.
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A Card Memory Game
Ages 4 -6

MATERIALS:

Baby animal card patterns

Paper

Scissors
Crayons or markers

DIRECTIONS:

1. Photocopy 2 sets of the baby animal cards (found with the Baby Animal Movement
Game) to make one game. You may wish to make a set for each child.

2. Cut the cards apart, and ask the children to decorate them with crayons or markers.

3. You may wish to laminate the cards after decorating, to make them more durable.

4. To play, give two children (or one child and one adult) one set of cards, and ask them to
mix them up and lay them face down in three rows of four each.

5. Have one child turn a card over and keep it facing up.
6. Invite the child to turn over the other cards until the matching card appears.
7. Then remove the matching cards.

8. Let the child turn all the remaining cards over, and ask the other child to repeat steps 5
and 6.

9. After removing the matching cards, ask the child to turn the remaining cards over.

10. Repeat the play, alternating the children’s turns, until all the matches are made.
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Bunny Hop and Stop

(A group activity) Ages 4 - 6

DIRECTIONS:

1. In this activity, the children pretend to be bunnies hopping around a big backyard.
2. Choose several children to be bunnies.
3. Ask the others to join hands and form the “fence” for the bunnies by making a circle.

4. Ask the children making the circle to lift their arms above their heads and to leave
enough space between for their bunny friends to hop in and out of the circle.

5. Begin the game by saying, “Bunnies, HOP!”

6. Children selected to be bunnies hop in and out of the circle, under the arms of their
friends.

7. After awhile call out, “Bunnies, STOP!”

8. Children in the circle then quickly lower their arms, trapping some of the bunnies inside
the circle.

9. Trapped bunnies trade places with children in the circle and play begins again with the
direction “Bunnies, HOP!”

10. Optional: Play a recording of the “Bunny Hop” or some other lively music as you
announce, “Bunnies, HOP!”, stopping the music when you call, “Bunnies, STOP!”

11. Another option: At the end of the activity, reward all the bunnies with some delicious
carrot sticks as a snack.
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Catch The Cat
Ages 4-8

DIRECTIONS:
1. Choose one child to be the cat and choose another child to be the dog.

2. All the other children need to make a circle and join hands.
3. Instruct the “dog” to stand on the outside of the circle and the “cat” on the inside.
4. Tell the “dog” to run around the circle to try to get inside to catch the “cat”.

5. Have the children making the circle raise and lower their arms to try to keep the “dog”
away from the “cat”.

6. If the dog needs help, one of the players can say “Open the gates!” and all the players
drop their hands.

7. When the cat gets tagged, choose a new “dog” and a new “cat”.
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‘ Pin the Tail Pet Game
Ages 5-8

MATERIALS:
Pet patterns

Paper

Cotton balls
Feathers

Yarn

Pipe cleaners

Scotch tape

Scissors

Scarves or bandanas

DIRECTIONS:
1. Photocopy the pet patterns (which follow). You may wish to enlarge them.

2. Attach the patterns to a wall, at the children’s height.

3. Using scotch tape, attach a tape loop to as many cotton balls as needed. The cotton will
become the missing bunny tail.

4. Using scotch tape, attach a tape loop to as many small feathers as needed. The feathers
‘ will become the missing ducktail.

5. Cut some lengths of yarn and braid them. Attach a tape loop to each braid to make the
missing horsetails.

6. Curl some lengths of pipe cleaner, and attach a tape loop to each of them. The curly pipe
cleaners will become the missing pigtails.

7. Invite the children to try pinning the missing tails on our pet friends. If the children are
agreeable, you may wish to blindfold each child with a scarf or bandana, to make the game
more challenging.

8. Variation: On a piece of poster board, draw the houses of the respective animals you are
using for Pin The Tail Pet Game. For example, make a hutch for the bunny, a barn for the
horse, or a pond for the duck. Once all the tails are pinned on the animals, use the animals
to play a new game with their houses: Put the Bunny in the Hutch, etc.
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() Pin the Tail Patterns
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Pin the Tail Patterns
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Pet Word Search

Ages 4 -6

Can you find the hidden pet words and circle them?

X

T

L M P
U R T
W A Z
I B F
L - B I
I I S
Z T H
A T \%
R A D
D R W

A Q

L E A
K O P

E R T
R D R
A N M
T D A
Z O Z
J G M
N P I

Look for these words:

Dog Turtle Fish Bird

Books and Pets:

Cat Rabbit Lizard Rat

Our Friends for Life!
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ACTIVITIES

Breeds of Cats and Dogs Word Search
Ages 6 and Up
Can you find the hidden pet breed words and circle them?

Z ™M U D | A H T A G K | M
R S G | L K B D C O J MV
E R O N A | R O S L G U T
N O T ¢ N C J K L D W P V
= P O | N T E R E N H R
K O M O N D O R M N C A L
¢« A T Y P R E F N D T A R
A Z A D E 2Z | H ¢ O P U P
D vV R X H C VvV T W O B O B
B L O O D H O U N D M F A .
E B K P Q R S R O L U A M
w 2 A Q T L <€ D G E D T B
R E N E G A D E P | I L E
Look for these words:
Goldendoodle Mudi Dingo Bloodhound Komondor
Thai Pumi Corgi Opal Pointer
Renegade Korat Boxer Soriano

To have some more fun...Try to guess which breed is a dog or a cat!!!
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ACTIVITIES

Connect the Dots!
Ages4-6

Can you follow the numbers and draw a picture of a purr-fect pet?

\ \%
’ \? ‘\z W ’
Pl [
L
/- ‘\ ’ ! -“P
o o
»
o 1 »
9 i o ! % . . 27
TN %

* 6p 2° W °
e 0 0°
o NoNe
z\
° X
v
5 ° ‘L‘L ¢
0
+ o v
o »
) '}?
0'5%
¢ ’1,1
[ qo
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ACTIVITIES

Connect the Dots!
Can you follow the numbers and find a friend for life?

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.



ACTIVITIES

Pets Are Our Friends

Ages 4 -10

Match the pet on the left with the correct description on the right.

Goofy
Garfield
Scooby-DoQ
Eddie
Speedy
Sassy
Sylvester
Toto
Wishbone
Snoopy
Socks

Morris

Knows there’s no place like home.
Had an incredible journey.

Used to live at the White House.
Best friend of a famous mouse.
Likes to travel through time.
Sells 9 Lives cat food.

Lives with Frazier.

Fights the Red Baron.

Solves mysteries with Shaggy.
Loves lasagna.

Eats at Taco Bell.

Would like to catch Tweety.

Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life!
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ACTIVITIES

Celebrity Pets
Ages 6-10

Match the celebrities with their pets:

1. This exercise expert owns 6 Dalmatians.
A. Denise Austin B. Jane Fonda  C. Richard Simmons

2. Which star of “Titanic” has a poodle named Rufus?
A. Leonardo Di Caprio B. Kate Winslet C. Bill Paxton

3. The late night talk show host who owns a tabby cat.
A. David Letterman  B. Jon Stewart C. Jay Leno

4. This “Friends” star has a dog named Enzo.
A. Jennifer Aniston B. Courtney Cox C. Matthew Perry

5. He may be a tough guy, but this actor has a boxer named Gangster.
A. Bruce Willis B. Sylvester Stallone C. Arnold Schwarzenegger

6. Bubbles the monkey belongs to this singer.
A. Britney Spears B. Paul McCartney C. Michael Jackson

7. Which hockey great is the proud own